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~In the spirit of Saint Francis, we, the church family, strive to discover Christ

peace in us and in each aspect of creation by
welcoming and walking hand in hand with our brothers and sisters on our faith journey—
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IF GOD CAN WORK THROUGH ME HE CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONE = - SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSIS]

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!
To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at
304-727-3033. The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you
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Wis 1: 1-7

Wis 2: 23-3:9

Wis 7: 22b-8:1 Wis 13: 1-9 Wis 18: 14-16; 19: Mal 3: 19-20a
Lk 17: 1-6 (491) Lk 17: 7-10 ($92) Lk 17: 20-25 (494) | Lk 1726-37 (495) 6-9 2 Thes 3: 7-12
Lk 18: 1-8 (496) | Lk21:5-19(159)
St. Leo the Great, Pope St. Martin of St. Frances Xavier
and Doctor of the Tours, Bishop Cabrini
Church

St. Albert the Great
Veterans Day

Bishop and Doctor
of the Church




PARISH INFORMATION

Date Mass Mass Lector Extraordinary Altar Rosary
Time Intention Minister (s) Servers Leader
SAT 5:00 Intentions of the people of  Helen Musrock Midge Butler (X) Volunteers Lisa D’Esposito
NOV pm the parish Leslie Huffman (C)
08 Dave Deluca (C
SUN 11:00 Ellen Schafer Mighty Lopez Jennifer Lopez (X)  HadleyHeumann  Mark Muchow
NOV am By Richard Schafer Shaun Lopez (C)  Emmette Heumann
09 John Carnell (C) Mairin Knapp
MON — = — — — .
NOV
10
TUE 6:00 Mary Ann Evans Pat Romanosky Suzanne Farley — =
NOV pm By Midge Butler
11
WED 8:15 Miguel Matheus Pat Tabor Lynn Fenimore — —
NOV am
12
THU 8:00 Mary McGrath School Students Midge Butler School Students -
NOV am By Liz Gadd
13
FRI  6:00 Dolores Buhl Dawna Kessler Suzanne Farley = -
NOV PM By Midge Butler
14
SAT 5:00 Bertha & Michael DelLuca Fred Heindl Leslie Huffman (X) Volunteers Midge Butler
NOV pm By Dave Deluca Helen Musrock (C)
15 Midge Butler (C)
SUN 11:00 Intentions of the people of Shaun Lopez Bill Tabor (X) Lily Palmer Tamara Buel
NOV am the parish Jennifer Lopez © Sadie Palmer
16 Suzanne Farley (C) Diondrae Johnson
w St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff
Ro ﬁ pm Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor............c..coeviieiiiniiiinnenennen. (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org
Mass: 5:00 pm Parish Secretary, Liz Liberatore...............ccoviniiinieinnannn... (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org
Sunday Gwen Muchow, BookKeeper.........coc.vvuieniiiiininiinienn, (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org
Rosary: 10:30 am Leah Connelly, Music Director.........cccevvniinieeineinenn wone. (419) 315-6625/ 1dcpiano@gmail.com
I S lkl :00/am Sandi Hudson, Religion Director..........c..cocooviiiiiiiiininn. (304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org
TH)I;_S m Erin Sikora, Principal............ccoooiiiiiiiiii e (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com
Wed: 8:15 am Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager...............cccviie e (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com
Thurs: 8:15 am Matthew Matheny, Knights of Columbus..................... ..... (304)545-8534/ mlmatheny 1 @gmail.com
Fri: 6:00 pm
F % m Pastoral Availability
Conyfes'simrl) Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /

Saturday 4:00 pm

For rental of church facilities
(parish center, gym, cafete-
ria), please contact:
Mary Nichols

304-727-9832

homebound & require Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office.
Marriage Preparation
Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a
Marriage Preparation Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.
Order of Christian Initiation
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith for-
mation program before they are admitted to the sacraments.

Parish Office Hours  Tues-Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm




LET THE LIVING WATER FLOW

On this, 32nd Sunday, the Church throughout the world pauses to

celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in
Rome—the “mother and head” of all churches. While it may seem
like a feast about a grand historic building, its true meaning reaches
far beyond marble walls and ancient foundations. It is, in fact, a cele-
bration of God’s dwelling among His people—and a reminder that
we ourselves are His living temple.

Living Water from the Temple: In the first reading, the prophet Ezeki-
el describes a mysterious and beautiful vision: from the temple’s
threshold flows a tiny trickle of water that grows deeper and wider
until it becomes a mighty river. This river brings life everywhere it
goes. It transforms salty, barren places into fertile lands filled with
living creatures. Trees grow along its banks, bearing fruit for nourish-
ment and leaves for healing.

This vision teaches us something essential: God’s presence cannot be
contained. His blessings and life flow outward, transforming all they
touch. The temple is not meant to keep God locked inside—it is
meant to be a fountain overflowing with life. The true joy of the city
of God comes not from its walls or structure, but from the living wa-
ters that spring from God’s dwelling within it.

In the same way, our parish church is a visible sign of that divine
fountain. Every time we gather for worship, grace flows from the
altar—renewing our hearts and sending us out to bring life to our
homes, workplaces, and neighborhoods.

You Are God’s Building: St. Paul takes this vision even further in his
letter to the Corinthians: “You are God’s building.” Christ Himself is
the only foundation, and upon Him we are being built up as a holy
temple. Paul reminds us that each of us is a temple of the Holy Spirit,
made holy by God’s presence dwelling within.

This truth is both comforting and challenging. It means that our lives
are sacred spaces where God desires to live and act. But it also car-
ries responsibility: “Each must be careful how he builds.” The way we
live, the choices we make, the way we treat one another—all these
either strengthen or weaken God’s temple. Paul warns that if anyone
destroys God'’s temple through sin, hatred, or division, he destroys

something holy and beloved by God Himself.

So today, as we honor the Lateran Basilica, we are really being called
to examine the temple of our own hearts. Are we building our lives
upon Christ? Are we allowing His Spirit to shape our character, our
families, and our parish community into places where others encoun-
ter God’s holiness and love?

The True Temple: Christ Himself: In the Gospel, Jesus cleanses the
temple in Jerusalem, driving out the merchants and money changers.
His zeal is not simply anger—it is love for His Father’s house, love for
a place meant to be sacred and filled with prayer. But Jesus goes fur-
ther, saying, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.”
The people misunderstand, thinking He refers to the building, but
Jesus speaks of the temple of His body.

Here is the heart of today’s feast: the true temple of God is Jesus
Christ Himself—crucified and risen, present among us. Through Him,
the living God has pitched His tent in human flesh. And now, through
baptism and the Eucharist, we become members of that living tem-
ple, joined to Christ as living stones.

Our church buildings, therefore, matter deeply—they are holy places
where heaven touches earth, where the community gathers to wor-
ship and receive grace. Yet they are sacred not because of their archi-
tecture, but because within their walls, the Body of Christ—the peo-
ple of God—come alive.

Let the Living Water Flow: So as we celebrate this feast, let us look
for signs of that living water flowing in our lives and our parish.

Is the Spirit bringing healing and renewal within us?

e Do our homes reflect the presence of Christ, becoming places of

mercy, peace, and welcome?

When we come to church, do we come as spectators, or as living
stones—ready to serve, to love, and to build up the Body of
Christ?

The psalm today reminds us, “The waters of the river gladden the city
of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High.” The city of God is glad-
dened because among its people, the life of God bursts forth.

Let God Make You His Temple: Dear friends, as we honor the Lateran
Basilica—the mother church of our faith—may we also rededicate
our own hearts as God'’s living temples. Let us pray that the Holy Spir-
it will make our parish, our homes, and our relationships places
where the river of God’s grace flows freely.

Wherever the river flows, everything lives (Ezekiel 47:9). May that be
true of us—that wherever we go this week, we bring life, healing,
and hope to those around us. Come to the living Christ, the true tem-
ple. Let Him dwell in you, and let His Spirit flow through you— so
that everything lives where the river goes.




CATECHETICAL CORNER
GOD REVEALS HIMSELF AND SEEKS OUR RESPONSE OF FAITH

Divine Revelation is at the very heart of the Christian faith. It is not simply a set of teachings or
= spiritual facts given for intellectual enrichment, but rather God’s loving initiative in unveiling
himself to us. The Greek word for revelation, apokalupsis, means “unveiling,” and that captures
the essence of what God has done through his prophets, his Word, and most perfectly through
| his Son, Jesus Christ. Revelation is not about God sharing secrets for the sake of knowledge—it
is about God revealing his very self so that we may enter into a personal, transformative rela-
tionship with him.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) reminds us that God reveals himself gradually.
Throughout salvation history, he has spoken through words and deeds, preparing the way for the fullness of revelation, which came when the
Word became flesh in Jesus Christ. But this revelation did not remain locked in history; it continues to reach us today through two intercon-
nected and divinely guided channels: Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. Scripture preserves God’s Word in written form, inspired by
the Holy Spirit, while Tradition lives in the Church’s teaching, worship, and life, faithfully handed down from the apostles. Together, they
form one deposit of faith, authentically interpreted by the Church’s Magisterium.

This handing down of revelation ensures that every generation of Christians is rooted in the same truth the apostles received. The Magisteri-
um—the teaching authority of the Pope and Bishops in union with him—does not add new revelation but authentically interprets it, guiding
the faithful in responding rightly to God’s Word. This shows that faith is not merely “head knowledge” but a response of trust and adherence.
As the Catechism reminds us, revelation ultimately makes us children of God, capable of responding in love.

Faith, then, is not passive or purely intellectual. Faith means entrusting ourselves completely to God, not just agreeing with doctrines but let-
ting those truths transform our lives into lived obedience and love. This is why ongoing faith formation—reading Scripture, studying the Cat-
echism, and immersing ourselves in prayer—is essential. As Frank Sheed put it, every new thing we learn about God is another reason to love
him more deeply.

The saints remind us how to live this reality. St. Thérése of Lisicux, reflecting on her prayer life, said that she always returned to the Gospels,
finding endless “fresh lights” hidden within them. The Word of God is inexhaustible, and daily immersion in it allows God to continue un-
veiling himself in our lives.

What to learn for our life?

1. According to CCC 52, what is the purpose of Divine Revelation? The purpose of Divine Revelation is to make us children of God,
capable of responding to him in love. Its goal is not primarily information but transformation—making us holy and drawing us into commun-
ion with God.

2. How might Frank Sheed’s quote change the way you view the Catechism? If every truth about God is a new reason to love him, then
the Catechism becomes not just a book of teachings but a treasure chest of divine love. This inspires us to study it not out of duty but out of
love, deepening our relationship with God through learning.

3. According to CCC 78, where do we encounter Sacred Tradition in the Church today? We encounter Sacred Tradition in the
Church’s doctrine, liturgy, sacraments, and daily prayer life—especially in the Eucharist, the Liturgy of the Hours, and the teachings pre-
served from the apostles through the Fathers and saints.

4. What does it mean that the Bible is inspired by God, according to CCC 106? Both God and the human authors are true authors of
Scripture. The human writers used their own language, style, and experiences, yet were guided by the Holy Spirit so that Scripture contains
exactly what God willed for our salvation. They were not secretaries taking dictation but genuine authors writing under divine inspiration.

5. How does apostolic succession (CCC 87) underscore the importance of hearing the bishops today? Since Jesus said, “He who hears
you, hears me,” the teaching authority of the apostles continues in their successors, the bishops. To hear the Church’s teaching with docility is
to hear Christ himself, which calls us to humility, openness, and obedience.

Is faith merely agreeing with everything God has revealed (CCC 150, 177)? No. Real Fa'th c
Mlﬂ

faith is both intellectual assent and personal adherence. One might accept every doctrine ( =t
spo

intellectually but still lack saving faith if one does not entrust one’s entire life to God. The TR
obedience of faith involves trust, love, and living in God’s grace. m T
What to apply to our life? To imitate St. Thérése, we can daily immerse ourselves in the to M‘ “\«\
Gospels—through regular reading, prayerful meditation (Lectio Divina), listening to the

Scriptures in the liturgy, or even memorizing passages that inspire us. By filling our minds

with God’s Word, we let Christ’s revelation continually shape and transform our lives.
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NEWS AND UPDATES

Saint Martin of Tours, November 11
T Saint Martin of Tours was born in in Savaria,

-

nation of Hungary. At age 10, Martin be-

encountered an unclothed beggar in very
cold Amiens. Martin cut his cloak in two,
giving half to the beggar & dressing himself
in the remnant. That night, Martin had a
vision in which Christ appeared. The vision spoke to him,
"Martin, a mere catechumen has clothed me." About age 20
Martin announced he would not join in the combat. He be-
came the first recognized conscientious objector in recorded
history. He traveled to Tours where he began studying under
Hilary of Poitiers then traveled to Italy. In 371, the city of Tours
needed a bishop & Martin was called to the office. As a Bishop
Martin established a system of parishes to manage his diocese
and visited each parish at least once per year. Inthe year 372
Martin established an abbey at Marmoutier. Martin died in
Candes-Saint-Martin, Gaul in 397.

" | Pannoniain either 316 or 336 AD, today the ||| '

. came a Christian. As a young soldier, Martin o

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, November 13

Frances Xavier Cabrini, born on July 15, 1850 near
the city of Milan, ltaly, was the first United States
citizen to be canonized. Refused admission to the
religious order which had educated herto be a
teacher, she began charitable work at the House of
Providence Orphanage in Cadogno, Italy. In Sep-
tember 1877, she made her vows there and took
the religious habit. When the bishop closed the or-
phanage in 1880, he named Frances prioress of the Missionary
Sisters of the Sacred Heart. She traveled with six sisters to New
York City to work with the thousands of Italian immigrants living
there. In 35 years, Frances Xavier Cabrini made 23 trans-Atlantic
crossings and founded 67 institutions dedicated to caring for
the poor, the abandoned, the uneducated and the sick. Seeing
great need among Italian immigrants who were losing their
faith, she organized schools and adult education classes. Her
activity was relentless until her death on December 22,1917, in
Chicago.

Saint Josaphat, November 12

= St. Josaphat was born about 1580 in Vladimir, a village of
. 1 the Lithuanian Province. In 1598 seven bishops signed
¥ the Union of Brest, which allowed them to retain their

i Eastern Rites while in full communion with the Pope.
L Although most of Vilno refused union, John made his
profession of faith, then entered the Basilian Monastery
of the Holy Trinity in Vilno, and took the name of Josa-
phat. In 1609 Josaphat was ordained a priest and began his career of
preaching and spiritual direction and providing for the needy. Josaphat
became the Bishop of Plock. The new appointee at once called a synod
to revitalize his diocese. He detached his priests from subservience to
the unruly nobility and wrote "A Rule for Priests." Most of all he pursued
the reunion of all with Rome. While Josaphat was visiting Vitebsk
(Belarus), he was cruelly hacked to death on November 12, 1623. He
was about 45 years old.

Saint Albert the Great, November 15

Albert was a 13th-century German Dominican who
decisively influenced the Church’s stance toward
> Aristotelian philosophy. Students of philosophy know
= him as the master of Thomas Aquinas. Albert’s at-
tempt to understand Aristotle’s writings established
the climate in which Thomas Aquinas developed his
synthesis of Greek wisdom and Christian theology.
His boundless interests prompted him to write a
compendium of all knowledge: natural science, logic,
rhetoric, mathematics, astronomy, ethics, economics, politics, and met-
aphysics. His explanation of learning took 20 years to complete. He
achieved his goal while serving as an educator at Paris and Cologne, as
Dominican provincial, and even as bishop of Regensburg for a short
time.

Congratulations to our St. Francis Good Samaritans:
Knox Pringle in K-2 and Michaela Hardy in 3-5!

4 Thank you Sarah and Nora Palmer for being

Rosary Leaders Sunday!




NEWS AND UPDATES
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Rodney Abbott
Tasha Miller
Eric Albright
Erick Miller
Robert Bump
Landon Buscher
Margaret Bump
Robert Milstead
Tresa Mize

Paul Niedbalski

All Souls’

Day L!
M

HAPPY

Stephen Cook
Jacque Switzer
Shari Mamone
Olivia Garton
Trina Grigsby
Regis Grote
Jean Ann Heindl
Jane Howley
Brenda Miller

Vance Wriston

-, il U lwu_, " "

November Birthdays

Jenevy Cowan
Debra Webster
Gia Workman
Abigail Gibson
Tracy Grote
Amanda Hall
Ashley Heumann
Mairin Knapp
Edward Miller

Reed Wriston
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EVANGELIZATION MEETING

Stewardship |

Love

rn Action

The Evangelization committee meeting will be
held TUESDAY, November 4th at 9:00 am at the
home of Leslie Huffman located at 139 Maple
Lane, Tornado.

For more information contact Mary Sanney at
304.932.5674

Happy
Wedding

Anniversary

Miass Intentions
Available

November is the
month of departed
souls. We have 3
days in November
available to schedule
aMass Intention. If

you would like a Mass intention for your loved one,

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, November 09

Most Catholics think of St. Peter’s as the pope’s
main church, but they are wrong. St. John Lateran
M is the pope’s church, the cathedral of the Diocese
# of Rome where the Bishop of Rome presides. The
first basilica on the site was built in the fourth cen-
tury when Constantine donated land he had re-
ceived from the wealthy Lateran family. That
structure and its successors suffered fire, earth-
quake, and the ravages of war, but the Lateran
remained the church where popes were consecrated. In the 14th century
when the papacy returned to Rome from Avignon, the church and the ad-
joining palace were found to be in ruins. Pope Innocent X commissioned
the present structure in 1646. One of Rome’s most imposing churches, the
Lateran’s towering facade is crowned with 15 colossal statues of Christ,
John the Baptist, John the Evangelist, and 12 doctors of the Church. Be-
neath its high altar rest the remains of the small wooden table on WhICh
tradition holds Saint Peter himself celebrated
Mass. Unlike the commemorations of other
Roman churches, this anniversary is a feast.
The dedication of a church is a feast for all its
parishioners. In a sense, St. John Lateran is the
parish church of all Catholics, because it is the
pope’s cathedral. This church is the spiritual E
home of the people who are the Church.




Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The weekend of November 15 & 16—the group from the
Holy Land will have a display of beautiful, handmade,
religious olivewood carvings from Bethlehem in the Holy
Land. The Christians of the Holy Land have been suffer-
ing and continue living in hard economical situations.
Many of them have fled the Holy Land, which decreased
their population from 37% to just 5%. Our mission is to
help support these families by selling their religious carv-
ings, which is a major source of their income to help
them live and work in dignity in the Holy Land. Your sup-
port through purchasing these items will help 200 families
and support peace in the Middle East.

Olivewood carvings are part of a tradition handed down
from generations. Please stop at their table and purchase
a nice gift from the little town in Bethlehem.

Carvings are wonderful
gifts for:

¢ Confirmation

¢ First Communion
¢ Christmas

+ Baptism

NEWS AND UPDATES

Holy Land Carvings

November Reading
Awards

\ St. Francis Blessing Box is

3 located at the corner of 6th

Avenue and Park Street. Your

donation is a gift to someone

in need. A blue bin has been

placed in the back of church
to collect donated items.
Items greatly needed are
canned goods, noodles,
canned pastas, toiletries,

peanut butter and jelly.

QUILT RAFFLE.....

We the Woman's Club members want to thank everyone at
church for buying raffle tickets and contributing to our
annual fund raiser. The drawing for the winner was after the
5 o'clock Mass on November 1st. The lucky winner is Sharon
Morrison. Thank you again for all your support. It was a great
success.

WOMEN'’S CLUB MEETING

The Women’s Club meeting will be Monday, November 10th at
6:00pm in the school cafeteria. The program for November is “bring
a book—take a book”. The hostesses for the evening will be Terry
Deluca, Diane Niedbalski and Midge Butler.

All woman of the parish are invited to come and join us. Hope to see
you there!

Uphold them in vour pravers-

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner,
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna
Hebb, Nancy Hillen, Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck,
Virgil Huck, Bud Humphreys, Carmelina Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barba-
ra Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent Marstellar,
Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario Mendez,
Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia , Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael
Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky Vannatter Smith, Joseph Swanson, Valerie
Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Vannat-
ter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gordon Holbrook, Kraig Stutes, Ralph Hol-
land, Darlene Holland, Tracy McGrath, Nico Syre, Jason Zanatis, Alaina Rae Gilbert,
Pearl Thompson, John Hebb III

Immediate Prayer needs:

Rick Robinson Matt Sowers Carolyn Hanson
Terry DeLuca Dave Lucas Rick Mullins
Margaret McEvoy Michele Stugeon Allison Grinstead

Anna Ng Patty Young
John Carnell Peggy Shelton
Josephine Fletcher Landen Chin




NEWS AND UPDATES

Sharing our Treasury
Listed below are collections for
November 1 & 2, 2025

Collection for Church Operation.......... .$3,852.00
SCOOL..uei i 00
Diocese
Votive Candles........oovvvveevivvvieeiiiieeeeeiee e, 86.00
Christmas Baskets.......c.ceevvvevivneeiienvvnnnenn. 1,010.00

Total.....cccovereereerernenn.. $4,948.00
Weekly Mass Attendance

Sat—-68 Sun-115 TOTAL—183

Collections for Church Operations

Year-to-date

Actual YEAR - TO - DATE
SRS SHORTFALL
$30,786

Collections for Church Operations as of

MNovember 2, 2025

-

0
CATHOLIC ™

SHARING APPEAL
The Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) is GOAL: $21,500
an opportunity for us to come togeth-

er as one diocesan family to support

the vital ministries and initiatives that

strengthen our parishes and commu-
nities. Through your generosity, the

CSA assists our parishes, shared min-
istries, Catholic education, and out-
reach efforts. Programs such as tui-
tion assistance, food pantries, and

Catholic Charities West Virginia bene-

fit directly from CSA funds.

NOVEMBER SECOND COLLECTIONS

November 9—Collection for the Archdiocese for the

Military Services

November 16th—Christmas Baskets
November 23rd—Christmas Baskets

November 30th—Christmas Baskets

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

We have met 40% of our goal as of November 3rd with $8, 540
raised of our goal of $21,500 with 32 gifts. Thank you to all who
have contributed. The first 50% of our Parish goal goes to various
ministries and outreach efforts of the diocese. Everything over
the 50% of the Parish goal comes back to the Parish.

If you have not contributed, please consider doing so.

Shank LZ.'/{’I(
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

We remember our Armed Forces Veterans and
we pray for them.

Father will have a special blessing for our
Veteran's this weekend at both Masses!

Safe Environment Reporting Statement
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To Report
Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston en-
courages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We
also encourage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the
U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please
contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.
To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary
based on your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-
dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Ser-
vices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authori-
ties: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees
at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at
304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese
also has partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other,
additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a
third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan
authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.




