
  

 

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston) 

524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV  25177     304-727-3033 
www.stfranciswv.org    parish@stfranciswv.org    www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintal 

NOVEMBER 16,  2025    THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

17 Monday 
 

1Mc 1: 10-15, 41-43, 
54-57, 62-63 

Lk 18: 35-43 (497) 
 

St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary 

18 Tuesday 
 

2Mc 6: 18-31 
Lk 19: 1-10 (498) 

 
 

The Dedication of 
the Basilicas of 
Sts. Peter and 

Paul 

19 Wednesday 
 
 

2 Mc 7:1, 20-31 
Lk 19: 11-28 (499) 

20 Thursday 
 

1 Mc 2: 15-29 
Lk 19 41-44 (500) 

21 Friday 
 

1 MC 4: 36-37,  
52-59 

Lk 19: 45-48 
(501) 

 
The Presentation 

of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

22 Saturday 
 

1 Mc 6: 1-13 
Lk 20: 27-40 (502) 

 
 

Saint Cecilia,   
Virgin and Martyr 

 
 
 

23 Sunday 

 
2 Sm 5: 1-3 
Col 1: 12-20 

Lk 23: 35-43 (162) 
 

OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF 
THE UNIVERSE 

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!   
To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at  

304-727-3033.  The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you. 

SUNDAY READINGS P. 1207 YEAR C 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

Rosary: 4:30 pm 
Mass: 5:00 pm 

 Sunday 
Rosary: 10:30 am
Mass: 11:00 am 

 Weekdays  
Tue: 6:00 pm 
Wed: 8:15 am 
Thurs: 8:15 am 

Fri: 6:00 pm 
 Adoration  Friday 5:00 pm 
 Confession 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
For rental of church facilities 
(parish center, gym, cafete-

ria), please contact: 
Mary Nichols  
304-727-9832 

Date Mass 
Time 

Lector Extraordinary  
Minister (s) 

Altar  
Servers 

Rosary 
Leader 

Mass 
Intention 

SAT 
NOV 

15 

5:00  
pm 

Fred Heindl Leslie Huffman (X) 
Helen Musrock (C) 
Midge Butler (C) 

Volunteers Midge Butler 
 

Bertha & Michael DeLuca 
By Dave & Terry DeLuca 

SUN 
NOV 

16 
 

11:00 
am 

Shaun Lopez                                                                                                                     Bill Tabor (X) 
Jennifer Lopez (C) 
Suzanne Farley (C) 

Lily Palmer 
Sadie Palmer 

Diondrae Johnson 

Tamara Buel 
 

Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

MON 
NOV 

17 

— — — — — — 

TUE 
NOV 

18 
 

6:00 
pm 

 

Pat Romanosky Midge Butler — — Thelma Sanney 
By Bob & Mary Sanney 

WED 
NOV 

19 

8:15  
am 

Helen Musrock Pat Tabor — — Jane Howley  
By Jane’s Children  

THU 
NOV 

20 

8:00 
am 

8:30 
am 

School Students Lynn Fenimore School Students — Rosary for the Children 
 

Roger Randolph 
By Grace and Family 

FRI  
NOV 

21 

6:00 
pm 

Dawna Kessler Midge Butler — — Wolf Scholz 
By Tony and Mary Jane Gertz 

SAT 
NOV 

22 
 

5:00  
pm 

Jacque Switzer Leslie Huffman (X) 
Midge Butler (C) 

Helen Musrock (C) 

Volunteers Helen Musrock Bertha & Michael DeLuca 
By Dave & Terry DeLuca 

SUN 
NOV 

23 

11:00 
am 

Youth Group Paul Niedbalski (X) 
Suzanne Farley (C) 

John Carnell (C) 

Gia Lopez 
Aubree Wriston 
Miguel Matheus 

Tom Williams Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office Hours       Tues-Fri    9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff 
Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor……….……………………………………..………… (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org 
Parish Secretary, Liz Liberatore………………………...…………..……….….…. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org 
Gwen Muchow, Bookkeeper………..………………..…………………..…….…. (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org 
Leah Connelly,  Music Director…………….……………..……….…………..…. (419) 315-6625/ ldcpiano@gmail.com 
Sandi Hudson, Religion Director………...………………..………….………..…..(304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org 
Erin Sikora, Principal……………………..……………………….………..…….. (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com 
Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager………………………….……...…………... (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com 
Mathew Matheny, Knights of Columbus……...………………...……….………...(304)545-8534/ mlmatheny1@gmail.co 
Fred Heindl, Property Manager…………………………...…………..…………....(304)415-5942 

Pastoral Availability 
Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /

homebound & require Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation 

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a 
Marriage Preparation Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.  

Order of Christian Initiation 
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith for-

mation program before they are admitted to the sacraments. 



 

LIVE EVERY DAY WITH ETERNITY IN MIND  

The Danish philosopher, Søren Kierkegaard, tells the parable of a theater where a variety show was 

proceeding, each act more fantastic than the last. Suddenly, the manager appeared on stage, apologiz-

ing for the interruption. He announced that the theater was on fire and begged everyone to leave im-

mediately. But the audience, thinking it was all part of the performance, laughed and applauded even 

louder. Again and again, the manager pleaded with them, but his cries were drowned out by their 

cheers—until the fire consumed the entire building, audience and all. Kierkegaard concluded, “And 

so, I sometimes think, will our age go down in fiery destruction to the applause of a cheering 

crowd.” 

As we near the end of our Church’s liturgical year, the readings of 33rd Sunday liturgy invite us to 

reflect on the reality of the end times and to avoid the complacency and unpreparedness of Kierkegaard’s fun-loving audience. The Scriptures 

remind us that this world, with all its beauty and achievements, will one day come to an end — and that we must live not in fear, but in faithful 

readiness, grounded in love. 

The Day of the Lord: Fire and Healing (Malachi 3:19–20a): In the first reading, the prophet Malachi speaks of the coming “day of the 

Lord” — a day that will be “blazing like an oven” for evildoers, but “the sun of justice will rise with healing in its rays” for those who fear 

God’s name. 

The prophet answers the timeless question: “Why do the wicked seem to prosper while the righteous suffer?” God’s message is clear — there 

will be justice. The apparent triumph of evil is temporary; the victory of goodness and truth is eternal. The day of judgment will bring terror for 

those who live only for themselves, but healing and joy for those who walk in righteousness and love. We must therefore live each day as peo-

ple who believe in both the mercy and the justice of God — not out of fear, but out of faithful awareness that our choices have eternal conse-

quences. 

Faith That Works (2 Thessalonians 3:7–12): In the second reading, St. Paul addresses a problem in the early Christian community of Thessa-

lonica. Some believers had stopped working, thinking that since Jesus was coming soon, there was no need to labor or plan. They spent their 

time idly, even meddling in others’ affairs. Paul corrects them sharply: “If anyone is unwilling to work, neither should that one eat.” He re-

minds them of his own example of working day and night as a tentmaker, not burdening anyone. The apostle’s message is timeless — faith in 

Christ’s return is not an excuse for laziness or passivity. True hope inspires active love. 

We are not to stand idle, gazing at the heavens, but to build the Kingdom here on earth through our words, our work, and our compassion. We 

are called to work quietly, live responsibly, and serve diligently, turning our daily labor into acts of love. In short, waiting for the Lord is not a 

matter of counting days, but of making every day count. 

Courage and Perseverance (Luke 21:5–19): In the Gospel, Jesus speaks to his disciples about the destruction of the Temple and the trials that 

will precede the end. Wars, earthquakes, famines, persecutions — all these will come, but Jesus tells them: “Do not be terrified… By your per-

severance you will secure your lives. "The Lord never promised that faith would spare us from suffering; rather, He promises to be with us in 

suffering. He assures us that when trials come, “I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking.” The message here is one of courageous endur-

ance. Even when the world seems to crumble, we are not to lose hope. Our strength lies not in escaping hardship, but in trusting that God’s love 

will see us through it. 

The Gospel’s apocalyptic imagery is not meant to scare us, but to strengthen us — to remind us that God is still in control, that His justice will 

prevail, and that His people must hold firm in faith and love, even amid chaos. 

Life Lessons 

1. The Day of Judgment is Real. Today’s readings remind us that each of us will one day face the Lord. Death is not the end, but a doorway to 

eternity. St. Augustine once said, “When I remember death, I begin to live well.” The call of this Sunday is to live every day with eternity in 

mind. 

2. Be Prepared — Live in Love. The best response to the message of the end times is not fear, but faithful living — lives marked by mercy, 

forgiveness, honesty, and compassion. Preparation for the end begins with how we love today. 

At the final judgment, we will not be asked how much we built, how much we owned, or how much we knew — but how much we loved. 

A story is told of a large church filled to capacity one Sunday. Two men in black coats entered with guns and shouted, “Anyone willing to take 

a bullet for Jesus, stay in your seat!” In seconds, the church emptied — only a handful remained. The men put away their guns and said to the 

pastor, “All right, the hypocrites are gone. You may begin the service.” Brothers and sisters, our faith will always be tested — sometimes dra-

matically, often quietly. The question is: Can we remain faithful no matter what? Let us not be distracted by the noise of this world like Kierke-

gaard’s audience, applauding while the fire draws near. Instead, let us stand ready — persevering in faith, diligent in love, and confident that 

when the “Sun of Justice” rises, we will stand in His healing light. “Stand erect and raise your heads, because your redemption is at 

hand.” (Luke 21:28) 



CATCEHITICAL CORNER—THE FATHER: CREATION, FALL, AND HOPE 

Where do we come 
from? Why are we 
here? Where are we 
going? These are the 
most fundamental 
questions of human 
existence. Yet, the 
modern world often 
fails to provide mean-

ingful answers. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
leads us, however, to the heart of these mysteries by un-
veiling the truth about our origins, purpose, and destiny. 

At the very beginning of the Creed, we profess: “I believe 
in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.” 
This simple line holds profound meaning. God is not just a 
distant maker but a loving Father who brings all things 
into being and sustains them at every moment. 

God the Creator: In human terms, to “make” something 
means to take existing materials—wood, stone, or metal—
and shape them into something new. But God creates out 
of nothing (CCC 296). Everything that exists—every star 
in the heavens, every breath we take—owes its existence 
to God’s creative word. 

Even more astonishing, God does not simply create and 
then withdraw. As the Catechism teaches, He “upholds 
and sustains” all things (CCC 301). If God were to with-
draw His sustaining hand, all creation would vanish into 
nothingness. Our very existence, moment by moment, is a 
gift. Recognizing this truth moves us to gratitude and awe: 
every heartbeat, every sunrise, every act of love is a re-
minder of God’s constant presence and care. 

Made in the Image of God: Among all creatures, human-
ity holds a unique place. God created man and woman “in 
his image and likeness” (CCC 356–357). This means we 
are made to share in His own inner life—His knowledge, 
love, freedom, and joy. This divine likeness gives our lives 
ultimate dignity and purpose. We are made not merely to 
exist, but to love and be loved by God, both now and for-
ever. In the beginning, humanity enjoyed two precious 
gifts: 

• Original Holiness – a perfect union with God, sharing 
in His divine life. 

• Original Justice – a harmony within ourselves, be-
tween man and woman, and with all creation. 

There was peace within the human heart, peace in relation-
ships, and peace with the created world. 

The Tragedy of the Fall: Yet, humanity’s trust in God 
faltered. The Catechism tells us the first sin began when 
man let “his trust in his Creator die in his heart” (CCC 
397). Adam and Eve doubted God’s goodness and be-
lieved the serpent’s lie. Their rebellion was not just  

disobedience—it was a failure to trust. 

Every sin we commit follows this same pattern. When we 

choose fear, impatience, or selfishness over faith, we echo that 

first mistrust. Sin damages our relationship with God, others, 

and even ourselves. 

The result of that first sin is what we call Original Sin, which 

leaves humanity wounded and inclined toward evil—a tenden-

cy the Church calls concupiscence (CCC 405). As St. Paul ad-

mits, “I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate” (Romans 7:15). Though weakened by sin, we are not 

without hope: by Christ’s grace and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we can resist temptation and grow in virtue. 

Fallen but Not Forsaken: The story of the Fall does not end 

in despair. Even as God pronounced judgment, He made a 

promise: one day, the offspring of the woman would crush the 

serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). This is the first whisper of the 

Gospel—the promise of a Savior who would restore us to the 

Father. 

Throughout salvation history, God’s love never ceases. 

Though we turned away, He continually seeks us out. He is a 

Father who never abandons His children. 

The Danger of Forgetting Our Need for Grace: In the fifth 

century, a heresy called Pelagianism claimed that humans 

could be good by their own strength, without the help of God’s 

grace. This error still echoes today in the idea that we can build 

a perfect world through our own effort or that sheer willpower 

alone can make us good. 

When we forget that we are fallen and depend entirely on 

God’s mercy, we fall into pride and self-reliance. Even our 

best deeds are only possible by grace. As Jesus said, “Apart 

from me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Living in Trust and Gratitude: To grow in trust of our heavenly 

Father, we can: 

• Thank Him daily for the blessings we often overlook. 

• Examine our consciences regularly and seek His mercy in 

Confession. 

• Recall His faithfulness in Scripture and in our own lives. 

Remembering God’s goodness strengthens our faith and frees us 

from fear. Even amid suffering, we can thank God for sustaining 

us and uniting all things to Himself. We live each day as His be-

loved children—created, redeemed, and destined for glory. 

“The Father, the Creator, the Sustainer—He who made us 

out of nothing—never ceases to call us back to Himself. Crea-

tion begins with love, is redeemed by love, and will be fulfilled 



St Cecilia, November 22 
According to 5th-century legend, she was a 
noble Roman who vowed her virginity to 
God. Married against her will to Valerian, 
then a pagan, she told him that an angel of 
God wished her to remain a virgin. He 
promised to respect this wish if he were 
allowed to see the angel. She replied that 
he would if he were baptized. On his return 
from baptism, he found Cecilia talking to 
the angel.  She then converted his brother 
Tiburtius, who also saw the angel. Both 

men were martyred. She distributed her possessions to the poor, 
which enraged the prefect Almachius, who ordered her to be 
burned. When the flames did not harm her, she was beheaded.  

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,     November 
21 

The Feast of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary commemo-
rates the presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin as a child by her par-
ents in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Before Mary's birth, her parents 
received a heavenly message that 
they would bear a child. In thanks-
giving for the God's gift of Mary's 
birth, they brought her to the Tem-

ple to consecrate their only daughter to The Lord. The 
Church wants to emphasize not so much the historical 
event in itself, of which there is no trace in the Gospels, but 
the total gift that Mary made of herself, by listening: 
“Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and ob-
serve it” (Lk. 11:28). This is also the day on which the 
Church celebrates the World Day of Cloistered Life. 

Dedication of the Churches of Saints Peter and Paul,                      
November 18 

Vatican Hill was a simple cemetery where believers gathered at 
Saint Peter’s tomb to pray. In 319, Constantine built a basilica on 
the site that stood for over 1000 years. In 1506, Pope Julius II or-
dered it razed & reconstructed, but the new basilica was not com-
pleted and dedicated for more than 2 centuries. St. Paul’s Outside
-the-Walls stands near the Abaazia delle Tre Fontane. The largest 
church in Rome until St. Peter’s was rebuilt, the basilica also rises 
over the traditional site of its namesake’s grave. The most recent 
edifice was constructed after a fire in 1823. The first basilica was 
also Constantine’s doing. From the time the basilicas were first 
built until the empire crumbled, the two churches, although miles 
apart, were linked by a roofed colonnade of marble columns. 

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, November 17 
Elizabeth of Thuringia was born 
in Hungary, 1207, daughter of King 
Andrew II of Hungary & his wife 
Gertrude.  In 1211, an embassy sent 
by Landgrave Hermann 
I of Thuringia arranged a marriage 
between his eldest son Hermann 
and Elizabeth, then 4 years old.  Eliz-
abeth was taken to 

the Thuringian court to be brought up with her future hus-
band. Her betrothed died and she was set to and did mar-
ry his brother.  They had 3 children. Elizabeth and Ludwig 
made a journey to Hungary and he went on to Italy.  Eliza-
beth assumed control of affairs, distributed alms in all 
parts of the territory of her husband, giving even state 
robes and ornaments to the poor. In order to care person-
ally for the unfortunate she built below the Wartburg 
a hospital with twenty-eight beds and visited the inmates 
daily to attend to their wants; at the same time she aided 
nine hundred poor daily. Ludwig on his return confirmed 
all she had done. She passed away at the age of 24. 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

Our liturgical year is ordered in such a way as to lead us through the entire mystery of salvation won for us in Christ. Each liturgical year be-

gins with Advent, when we ponder the Incarnation that leads us to the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. Following Christmas we en-

ter into the public ministry of Christ during Ordinary Time, which begins with the feast of His Baptism. In the midst of Ordinary Time, we 

enter the deepest paschal mystery of Lent and Easter, culminating with the Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. The 

Easter Season concludes with Christ’s Ascension and Pentecost, the beginning of the Church. Finally, after the rest of Ordinary Time, we 

come to the great Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, commonly referred to as the Feast of Christ the King. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious 

throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And 

he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd sepa-

rates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his 

right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those 

on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world.’” ~Matthew 25:31–34  November 22nd 



 

THANK 

YOU  TO 

OUR     

VETERANS! 

NEW NATIVITY and ADVENT WREATH PROJECT 

Father would like to update the Churches indoor Nativity (pictured above) and would like to 

ask you the parishioner to help with this project.  Listed below are the figurines and the cost of 

each. You would have the option of purchasing (donating)  to a particular figurine or make a 

donation to the over all cost of the project. If we act soon we can have the new Nativity for this 

Christmas season.  

Holy Family— $930.00   African King-$770.00  Kneeling King-$451.00  

Praising King- $880.00      Shepherd with Lamb— $418.00    Lamb—$83.50  

Gloria Angel—$374.00  Camel—$660.00        Advent Wreath—$2155.00 

If you would like to participate in the project, simply call the office at 304.727.3033 and we 

will be happy to help you out or put your donation in an envelope, mark Nativity on the front 

and place in the collection basket.   As always, you generosity is greatly appreciated! 

 



 NEWS AND UPDATES 

 

-Uphold them in your prayers- 

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner, 
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna 
Hebb, Nancy Hillen, Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, 

Virgil Huck, Bud Humphreys, Carmelina Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Bar-
bara Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent 

Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario 
Mendez,  Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia , Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, 
Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky Vannatter Smith,  Joseph Swan-

son, Valerie Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, 
Pat Vannatter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gordon Holbrook, Ralph Holland, 
Tracy McGrath,  Nico Syre, Jason Zanatis, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Pearl Thompson, John 

Hebb III 

Immediate Prayer needs: 

Rick Robinson 
Terry DeLuca 

Margaret McEvoy 
Anna Ng 

John Carnell 
Josephine Fletcher 

         Matt Sowers 
       Dave Lucas    

   Michele Stugeon 
Patty Young 

Peggy Shelton 
Landen Chin 

Carolyn Hanson 
Allison Grinstead 
Darlene Holland 

St. Francis Blessing Box is 

located at the corner of 6th 

Avenue and Park Street.  

Your donation  is a gift to 

someone in need. A blue bin 

has been placed in the back 

of church to collect donated 

items. Items greatly needed 

are canned goods: canned 

pastas, canned vegetables, 

soups, noodles, toiletries, 

peanut butter and jelly. 

Knights of Columbus  
The Knights of Columbus, the largest men’s  organization is looking to 

continue their growth.  To join you must be 18 years old and are a 
practicing Catholic.  

As a member you have the opportunity to help: 

• Provide winter coats to children in need 

• Help feed families in need 

• Support the local community through the Christmas Basket Drive 

• Help support the community with one of the best Fish Fries in the area 

If Interested, join now at no cost to you. Contact Matt Matheny (Grand Knight) 
at  (304) 545-8534 or Paul Niedbalski VSM (Membership Director) at               

(304) 545-5100.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
SERVICE TO ONE SERVICE TO ALL 

Holy Land Carvings 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

This November 15 & 16—the group from the Holy 
Land will have a display of beautiful, handmade, 
religious olivewood carvings from Bethlehem in the 
Holy Land. The Christians of the Holy Land have 
been suffering and continue living in hard economi-
cal situations. Many of them have fled the Holy 
Land, which decreased their population from 37% 
to just 5%. Our mission is to help support these 
families by selling their religious carvings, which is 
a major source of their income to help them live 
and work in dignity in the Holy Land. Your support 
through purchasing these items will help 200 fami-
lies and support peace in the Middle East.  

Olivewood carvings are part of a tradition handed 
down from generations. Please stop at their table 
and purchase a nice gift from the little town in 
Bethlehem. 

Carvings are won-
derful gifts for: 

 Confirmation 

 First Com-
munion 

 Christmas 

 Baptism 

Our Church relies on you...your time, talents and          

donations are critical to sustain and grow our Church. If 

you would like to receive donation envelopes, contact 

the office at 304.727.3033. 

OCIA CLASSES  HAVE 
BEGUN 

Are you or someone 
you know interested 

in becoming         
Catholic? 

Call the church office 
at 304-727-3033 to 

be added to the   
roster. 

NOVEMBER SECOND COLLECTIONS 

November 16th—Christmas Baskets 

November 23rd—Christmas Baskets 

November 30th—Christmas Baskets 



 
Safe Environment Reporting Statement 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To Report 

Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston en-
courages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We 

also encourage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the 
U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please 

contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. 
To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary 

based on your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-
dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual 

abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Ser-
vices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authori-

ties: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees 

at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; 
Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of 
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 

304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese 
also has partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, 

additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a 
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in 

West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a 

third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan 
authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected. 

Sharing our Treasury 

Listed below are collections for                          
November 8 & 9, 2025 

 
Collection for Church Operation……..... .$3,363.00 
School………………………...…..…….…….….....…..150.00 
Diocese ………………………………...............… ….380.00 
Votive Candles…….…...…..….….....… ..…….…...78.00 
Christmas Baskets……………………………....……785.00 

Total…………………………$4,756.00 
Weekly Mass Attendance 

Sat– 75      Sun– 126  TOTAL-201 

 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

The Catholic Sharing Appeal was estab-

lished in 2007 to provide vital financial 

support for the shared ministries and 

outreach efforts of the Diocese of 

Wheeling-Charleston, including our 

parishes, missions, and Catholic 

schools. Since its inception, more than 

$36 million has been distributed across 

West Virginia—equipping pastoral 

leaders to teach the faith, celebrate the 

Blessed Sacraments, expand charitable 

outreach, and foster a vibrant vulture 

of faith centered on the Eucharist. 

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 

The first 50% of our goal supports shared diocesan min-
istries such as Catholic Education, Catholic Charities 
West Virginia, youth and young adult ministries, and 
evangelization programs that spread the Good New. 

We have met 40% of our goal as of November 14th 
with  $8,540 raised of our goal of $21,500 with 32 gifts.  
Everything over the 50% of the Parish goal comes back 
to the Parish. 

1. If we reach our goal, we will apply to the Diocese for 
assistance with one or more of the following projects: 

• Tuition assistance for financially struggling Catholic    
Families of the parish 

• School supplies and uniforms for children in need 

• Annual youth retreat or mission trip fund 

• Purchase of new catechetical materials and         
technology 

• Back-to-school or holiday assistance programs 

 

A QR Code has been 
provided for your 
convenience. After 
you scan, scroll down 
to make your dona-
tion. 

Thank you to all who 
have contributed, if 
you have not contrib-
uted, please consider 
doing so.   

 


