SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston)

524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV 25177  304-727-3033

www.stfranciswv.org parish@stfranciswv.org www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintal

DECEMBER 7,2025 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
OUR MISSION

— 0 E—
~In the spirit of Saint Francis, we, the church family, strive to discover Christ's peace in us and in each aspect of creation by
welcoming and walking hand in hand wit rothers and sisters on our faith journey-

“IF GOD (AN WORK THROUGH ME. HE CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONE.= = SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!

To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at
304-727-3033. The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you.
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PARISH INFORMATION

Date Mass Mass Lector Extraordinary Altar Rosary
Time Intention Minister (s) Servers Leader
SAT 5:00 Rena Venturino Dave Deluca (X) Lisa D’Esposito
DEC pm By Bob & Mary Sanney Midge Butler (C)
06 Leslie Huffman (C)
V' RINKRIN Intentions of the people of Paul Niedbalski (X) Leslie Huffman
DEC am the parish Shaun Lopez (C)
07 John Carnell (C)
“Sgclz\l 8:00 For Vocations School Students Tom Liberatore | School Students
Am
08 Mighty Lopez
6:00 Peace in the World Jacque Switzer Suzanne Farley Gia Lopes
pm Reed Wriston
TUE 6:00 Mary Jane Gertz

pm

Thanksgiving for Grandchildren

By Susan Allspach

Midge Butler

Lynn Fenimore

By Vicki Gruse

Rosary for the Children

Tom Liberatore

Pat Howley
By Pat’s Family

Miguel Matheus

Dolores McDavid
By Larry & Libby
Shrewsbury

Father Pat
By The Parish

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday
Rosary: 4:30 pm
Mass: 5:00 pm
Sunday
Rosary: 10:30 am
Mass: 11:00 am

Weekdays
Tue: 6:00 pm
Wed: 8:15 am
Thurs: 8:15 am
Fri: 6:00 pm

Adoration
Friday 5:00 pm

Confession

Saturday 4:00 pm

For rental of church facilities
(parish center, gym, cafete-
ria), please contact:

Mary Nichols
304-727-9832

Midge Butler

Midge Butler (X)
Helen Musrock (C)
Leslie Huffman (C)

Pat Tabor

Shaun Lopez (X) Tamara Buel
Jennifer Lopez (C)

Helen Musrock (C)

St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff

Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor.............ccviuiiiniinniiniiiineinnss (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org
Parish Secretary, Liz Liberatore..............cooovveviiinieinenennnnn. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org
Gwen Muchow, Bookkeeper.........cccoeeveveinininiiniiineieiien, (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org
Leah Connelly, Music Direct...........cccoeeveiniriieneinaneinnnannn (419) 315-6625/ ldcpiano@gmail.com
Sandi Hudson, Religion Director. ........cccoevuvuiiiniiiiiininenne. (304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org
Erin Sikora, Principal............coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com
Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager............c.c..ceuevevnieeennnne. (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com
Matthew Matheny, Knights of Columbus............................ (304)545-8534/ mlmatheny  @gmail.com
Fred Heindl, Property Manager................cceueeuneeneinnenienennns (304)415-5942
Pastoral Availability

Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /homebound & require

Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office.
Marriage Preparation

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a Marriage Prepa-

ration Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.
Order of Christian Initiation
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith formation program
before they are admitted to the sacraments.

Parish Office Hours  Tues-Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm




TWO DIFFERENT VOICES BUT BOTH FILLED WITH HOPE AND URGENCY

The readings
for the Sec-
ond Sunday
of  Advent
give us two
very differ-
ent voices,

filed  with
¥ hope and
| urgency.

M The first is
Isaiah,
speaking to
people
have
- = seen ruin
= and loss. He

== = paints a

\::\ D — .~ =
. [
= - ~picture so

\V\\‘—’:\\s‘“ - beautiful it
e — ~_ almost
seems im-
possible: wolves and lambs lying together, swords beaten into plowshares, and a leader who rules with wisdom, jus-
tice, and reverence for God. And yet, the source of this hope is a stump—a symbol of what has been cut down, bro-
ken, or thought lost.

S R e e

{ . " }"'/"'/r

Isaiah tells us: God can bring life from what seems dead. Nothing is too far gone for Him. In our own lives, we may
see broken relationships, failed plans, or lost opportunities, and think, “It’s over.” But Advent reminds us that God is
always at work, ready to bring beauty and peace from the stumps of our lives.

The second voice is John the Baptist—the one crying out in the wilderness. His message is less gentle. He calls us to

repentance and change. He challenges us to prepare the way of the Lord, to make space in our hearts for Christ.

Hope is not just something we wait for; it’s something we make room for. Christian hope means preparing, turning
away from what holds us back, forgiving, reconciling, and believing that peace is possible—even when it seems un-
likely.

So, what are we waiting for this Advent? Perhaps we’re waiting for the courage to be voices in the wilderness—to
call ourselves and others back to love, mercy, and justice. Perhaps we’re being invited to act, to make the world a
little more ready for Christ’s coming.

This week, let your actions echo Isaiah and John. Bring peace to a broken relationship. Offer forgiveness. Speak up
for someone who needs support. Make room in your heart for God’s grace to work.

Thus, let us remind ourselves that Advent is not just about waiting for Christmas—it’s about preparing ourselves
to receive Christ, and then becoming His voice of hope and healing in the world.

Let us pray that we may be open to God’s work in the stumps of our lives, and bold enough to be voices calling the
world back to the way of love. Amen.



CATECHETICAL CORNER—CLEAR THE CLUTTER, PREPARE THE HEART

Mother Teresa once 11. Busyness Without Purpose: Being constantly occupied
said, “If you take vt gpiritually empty—filling our lives with noise that keeps

longer than 1 ; .
mingmes to pack, you U8 from hearing God’s whisper.

have too much stuff.” . : : : . .
Most of us would 12. Hopelessness: A quiet resignation that things will never

probably think she change. It suffocates spiritual growth and blinds us to God’s

was exaggerating, yet power.
there is profound wis- L. .
dom hidden in her 13. Hidden Illusions or False Narratives Believing lies

words. like:

When was the last
time you looked ®
around at the things
you’ve accumulated over the years? It’s amazing how easily
we fill empty spaces in our homes or offices. Without even o [ will never be enough.”

realizing it, we begin collecting all sorts of things, and before . .

long, we find ourselves living in cluttered, crowded spaces. If Just as a good house-cleaning gives us room to breathe, tak-
you’ve ever moved from one home to another, you probably ing spiritual inventory gives God room to work within us.

found yourself saying, “Where in the world did we get all of . )
this stuff?” Stuff happens—and suddenly we are surrounded Istinisys (0 @l masgsRGy Rggs el o lenis 1 e

by more than we need. come lighter, freer, and more open to grace.

“I’m alone.”

e “God is disappointed in me.”

What is true on a physical level is also true on a spiritual Mother Teresa was a wise woman who knew how to “travel

level. Our hearts and souls also accumulate “stuff.” More light” — not only with her simple possessions, but also with

F f Spiritual Clutt .

BRI L A a heart free from anything that kept her from God. We can
1. Lack of Trust in God’s Providence: Not just lack of faith
fn cloidtoe, Dt CHEoeulty (st et Gl sl mowicl, L B O g CRemmple:

guide, and sustain us. Anxiety about the future can fill every As we enter the holy season of Advent, the Church invites

COET O e Mt us to do the same: to prepare a clean and peaceful space for

2. Control and Perfectionism: Trying to manage everything Christ. Advent is not only a time of decorating our homes,
ourselves, believing everything depends on us. This leaves .
but also of decluttering our souls.

little room for surrender, grace, or God’s timing.
3. Habitual Negativity: Pessimism, constant complaining, The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the greatest
and seeing everything through a lens of discouragement. This gifts God has given us—a spiritual house-cleaning that
EOI EET E) e  liEipe; brings healing, peace, and freedom. Confession allows us
4. Unhealed Ggilltdor Shamgl: E];’elf} after we are forgw}eln, to lay down the weight we’ve been carrying, to release what
we sometimes ho'd onto guitl, believing we re UnWOorthy. 1, qeng us, and to encounter the mercy of Jesus who says,
This blocks us from receiving God’s mercy fully.

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I

5. Comparison and Envy: Measuring ourselves against oth- T i ———

ers—spiritually, personally, or materially—creates inner

noise that prevents gratitude. Our parish will be holding a Penitential

6. Pride and Self-Reliance: The subtle belief that “I don’t e Rite during Advent, Wednesday,
need help” or “I can do this alone.” Pride makes the heart too S December 11 — 6:00 p.m. — Advent Peni-

full of the self to be filled with God. o~ ! , -
TR T e e (s i @ tential Service a graced opportunity to re-
- tidden fdots: Anything we place before God—including turn to the Lord with open hearts. [ warmly

work, success, reputation, comfort, or even our own plans. b 0

. - encourage you to come, to bring whatever
8. Fear of Change: Clinging to the familiar rather than trust- “cl ,,g i have b ’ . . d
ing where God may be leading—even when He invites us to . clutter” you have been carrying, an to
deeper conversion. experience the peace that only God can give.

9. Spiritual Laziness (Acedia): Putting off prayer, avoiding [ et this Advent be a time not only of preparing our homes,
silence, or numbing ourselves with distractions. Acedia but preparine our hearts—makine room for Christ by lettin
makes the heart cluttered and dull. ut preparing ou g y g

go of what no longer belongs there. May you find freedom,
10. Wounded Relationships: Unspoken tensions, broken

trust, or unresolved conflicts can take up enormous spiritual healing, and deep J(?y as you draw closer to the Lord who
space. longs to dwell within you.



NEWS AND UPDATES

Immaculate Conceion oml‘oetheolglessed Virgin Mary,
mber

The Church has celebrated
the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary with a feast since
perhaps as early as the
fifth century, and it was
made a Holy Day of Obliga-
tionin 1708. In 1846, the
bishops of the United
States asked Mary to
watch over our country and its people in a special way.
They also chose one particular title and feast of Mary—
her Immaculate Conception.

This feast celebrates God's choice of Mary to be the
mother of Jesus. The title of the Immaculate Concep-
tion recognizes Mary’s privilege of coming into the
world free from sin. Through the power of Jesus’ Death
and Resurrection, every human being can be freed from
sin at Baptism. Through that same power, Mary was al-
ways free from sin, even from that very first moment of
life. Thus, Mary was the first to receive the benefit of the
redemption that her Son would merit for all.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8TH IS THE FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND IS AHOLY DAY OF
OBLIGATION. MASS TIMES ARE 8:00am and 6:00pm.

Saint Lucy, December 13

Lucy was born in Sicily, Italy. As a young girl, Lucy con-
verted to Christianity and consecrated herself. Lucy
refused to marry a young man, citing her vow of vir-
ginity. He outed Lucy as a Christian in front of the gov-
ernor of their province. Emperor Diocletian's persecu-
tion of Christians was at its height, and Lucy was
brought to trial, around the year 304 AD. There are
many legends that report various stories of her mar-
tyrdom.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12

3@ Our Lady of Guadalupe first intro-

4 duced herself as the Mother of God
- A and the mother of all humanity when
she appeared on the hill of Tepeyac in
4 Mexico in 1531. An indigenous peas-
.4 W ant, Juan Diego, saw a glowing figure
on the hill. After she had identified her-
self to him, Our Lady asked that Juan
build her a shrine in that same spot, in
order for her to show and share her love and compassion
with all those who believe. Afterwards, Juan Diego visited
Juan de Zumarraga, who was Archbishop of what is now
Mexico City. Zumarraga dismissed him in disbelief and
asked that the future Saint provide proof of his story and
proof of the Lady’s identity. Juan Diego returned to the hill
and encountered Our Lady again. The Virgin told him to
climb to the top of the hill and pick some flowers to pre-
sent to the Archbishop.

Although it was winter and nothing should have been in
bloom, Juan Diego found an abundance of flowers of a
type he had never seen before. The Virgin bundled the
flowers into Juan's cloak, known as a tilma. When Juan
Diego presented the tilma of exotic flowers to Zumarraga,
the flowers fell out and he recognized them as Castilian
roses, which are not found in Mexico. What was even
more significant, however, was that the tilma had been
miraculously imprinted with a colorful image of the Virgin
herself.

This actual tilma, preserved since that date and showing
the familiar image of the Virgin Mary with her head
bowed and hands together in prayer, represents the Vir-
gin of Guadalupe. It remains perhaps the most sacred
object in all of Mexico. The story is best known from a
manuscript written in the Aztec’s native language Nahuatl
by the scholar Antonio Valeriano. It was written some-
time after 1556. Over 20 million people visit the Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe each year, now situated on the
very same hill on which she appeared.

Our new Advent Wreath is on
back order. We hope to
receive it soon.




NEWS AND UPDATES

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS AND
MASS TIMES

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(Holy Day of Obligation)

Monday, December 8
Mass times: 8:00am & 6:00pm
ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE

December 11
6:00pm
CHRISTMAS DINNER

December 20
6:00pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS WITH THE CHILDREN

December 24
Mass: 6:00pm
MIDNIGHT
December 24
Mass: 12:00am

CHRISTMAS DAY

December 25
Mass: 11:00am

NEW YEARS EVE

December 31st

Year-End Adoration & Thanksgiv-
ing Mass

5:00pm—7:00pm
NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS

January 1,2026

Mass: 9:00am

CHRISTMAS DINNER

WE ARE PLANNING
FOR A CHRISTMAS
DINNER ON

DECEMBER 20TH AT
6:00PM IN THE PARISH

HALL. PLEASE SIGN-

UP ON THE SIGN-UP SHEET AT EACH ENTRANCE

DOOR IN THE BACK OF CHURCH. LET US KNOW
HOW MANY FAMILY MEMBERS PLAN TO ATTEND

BY DECEMBER 15TH.

If you need transportation, please make sure to
call the church office and we will help you out!

There will be no Senior Luncheon. All parishioners are encour-
aged to participate in the Christmas Dinner on December 20th.

GUIDING THE JOURNEY: TRAINING FOR PARISH
FarTH LEADER

As those who faithfully guide our par-
ish groups on their journey of faith,
you play a vital role in helping our
community grow closer to Christ. To
support and strengthen your ministry, I would like to invite
you to a special coaching session on our new program,
“The Formed.” Mary Mancha from the St. Augustine Insti-
tute will assist us with her expertise.

FORMED

The Formed is a reflective journey that explores the mean-
ingful “in-between” of life—between birth and death—and
helps us understand how God shapes us, leads us, and calls
us to live with purpose. This coaching will equip you to in-
troduce the program to your groups, accompany them with
greater confidence, and inspire deeper spiritual reflection
within the parish.

Your leadership is a gift to our community. I encourage you
to take part in this opportunity—for your own growth and
for the enrichment of those you serve. Thank you for your
dedication to our parish and for your generous availability.

Date & Time: December 9 at 6:30 PM
Location: Henderson Room, St. Francis Parish




NEWS AND UPDATES

December 7th—First Sunday of the Month—

After Mass fellowship in the cafeteria following the

11:00am mass! All are invited!

WOMEN'’S CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
The Women'’s Club Christmas Luncheon will be at
December 10th at 12:00pm
At the Eagles Nest Restaurant, South Charleston

All woman of the parish are invited to come and join us.
Hope to see you there!

St. Francis Blessing Box is lo-
cated at the corner of 6th Av-

enue and Park Street. Your
donation is a gift to someone
in need. A blue bin has been
placed in the back of church
to collect donated items.
Items greatly needed are
canned goods, noodles, Hats,
scarfs, gloves, toiletries,
peanut butter and jelly.

hrlst's Kitchen
Food Pantry

Collection: 2nd weekend of each
month but accepted any time,

The Pantry is in need
of Peanut Butter,
Saltine Crackers,
Vegetable Soup,

Spam, Small boxes
of raisins.

Thank you for your
pnwavering support of this-

o ,

THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

Secand (_,S’/(/z(/('(_g o ({dvent

i
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The second Advent candle, often called the
“Bethlehem Candle,” is purple and symbolizes peace
and reflects of the journey of Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem.

It serves as a reminder of the peace that Jesus brings
into the world. The angels proclaimed "peace on
earth” at Jesus’ birth, highlighting the significance of
peace in the Christmas narrative.

The lighting of the second candle often coincides with
readings from the Bible that emphasize preparation
for the Lord’s coming. Isaiah 40: 3-5 speaks of prepar-
ing the way for the lord, which aligns with the Advent
theme of anticipation and readiness for Christ's
arrival.

-Uphold them in your prayers-

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher,
Debbie Flinner, Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Robin
Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, Diane Holley-
Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Bud Hum-
phreys, Carmelina Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lam-
bert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent
Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian Matheny, Kim
McBurney, Mario Mendez, Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia ,
Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt
Sowers, Becky Vannatter Smith, Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat
Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Van-
natter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gordon Holbrook, Ralph
Holland, Tracy McGrath, Nico Syre, Jason Zanatis, Alaina Rae Gilbert,
Pearl Thompson, John Hebb III, Annie Jo Dillon

Immediate Prayer needs:

Rick Robinson Matt Sowers Carolyn Hanson
Terry DeLuca Dave Lucas Rick Mullins
Margaret McEvoy Michele Stugeon  Allison Grinstead

Anna Ng Patty Young Darlene Holland
John Carnell Peggy Shelton
Josephine Fletcher Landen Chin




NEWS AND UPDATES

Sharing our Treasury CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Listed below are collections for We are accepting donations for Christmas flowers.
November 29 & 30, 2025 Pl .
ease include the names of loved
Collection for Church Operation........... .$4,360.03 ||°"° ifyou would I|I‘<e to _
SCROON..e e 00 || acknowledge them in the bulletin.
Christmas FIOWers........cccevvveevevecee e 165.00 || Thank you!
Votive Candles......ccoevvevcciieicciviecceeeeeeece, 40.00
Christmas Baskets.........cceecvvveiveeneeeceeereennnen. 755.00
Total $5.320.03 DECEMBER SECOND COLLECTIONS
Weekly Mass Attendance December 14— Retirement Fund for Religious
Sat-73 Sun—121 TOTAL—194 December 24— Catholic Charities Christmas Collection
December 25— Catholic Charities Christmas Collection
Collections for Church Operations
—School Support

Year-to-date

Actual YEAR -TO - DATE

$182,927 SHORTFALL
$32,155 The 2026 yearly calendars are available and are

in the back of the church

Hi St. Francis Youth!

$233,000 You’re invited to join us every 2nd and 4th Sunday for an
hour of connection, inspiration, and good food! Come dive

Collections for Church Operations as of
November 30, 2025 into scripture together, share a meal with friends, and en-

joy a relaxed time to talk, laugh, and grow in faith.

Bring yourself, bring a friend—everyone’s welcome.

We can’t wait to see you there!

> / SHARING APPEAL

D SEDEP ! 4
The Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) is an
opportunity for us to come together as

Safe Environment Reporting Statement

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To Report
Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston en-
courages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We
also encourage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the
U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please

one diocesan family to support the vital
y PP contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.
ministries and initiatives that strengthen To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary
based on your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-

dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families” Child Protective Ser-
vices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authori-
ties: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees
at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at
304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese
also has partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other,
additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a
third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan
authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.

our parishes and communities. Through
your generosity, the CSA assists our par- w
ishes, shared ministries, Catholic educa-
tion, and outreach efforts. Programs such
as tuition assistance, food pantries, and
Catholic Charities West Virginia benefit
directly from CSA funds.




