SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston)

524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV 25177  304-727-3033

www.stfranciswv.org parish@stfranciswv.org www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintal
NOVEMBER 30,2025 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
OUR MISSION

——  —
~In the spirit of Saint Francis, we, the church family, strive to discover Christ's peace in us and in each aspect of creation by
welcoming and walking hand in hand with our brothers and sisters on our faith journey-

“IF GOD (AN WORK THROUGH ME HE CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONE - - SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSIS]

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!

To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at
304-727-3033. The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you.
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PARISH INFORMATION

Date Mass Mass Lector Extraordinary Altar Rosary
Time Intention Minister (s) Servers Leader
SAT 5:00 Joel Myers Lisa D’Esposito | Helen Musrock (X) Volunteers Midge Butler
NOV pm By Donna Hebb Leslie Huffman (C)
29 Midge Butler (C)
VN0l Intentions of the people Mita Larson Bill Tabor (X) Jonah White
NOV am of the parish Jennifer Lopez( C) |  Reagan Buscher
30 Suzanne Farley (C) | Evelyn Winiesdorffer
MON —
DEC
01
TUE 6:00 Salvatore Liberatore Pat Romanosky Midge Butler
DEC pm By Tom & Liz Liberatore
02
WED 8:15 Mary Jane Gertz Pat Tabor
DEC am By Tony Gertz
03
THU 8:00 Dan Musrock School Students Lynn Fenimore | School Students
DEC am By Helen Musrock
04
FRI  6:00 Helen Rogers Dawna Kessler Midge Butler
DEC PM By John & Kelly Rogers
05
SAT 5:00 Rena Venturino Dave Deluca (X) Volunteers Lisa D’Esposito
DEC pm By Bob & Mary Sanney Midge Butler (C)
06 Leslie Huffman (C)
VB0 Intentions of the people Paul Niedbalski Nathan Serna Leslie
DEC am of the parish (X) Carlee Stone Huffman
07 Shaun Lopez (C) | Miguel Matheus
John Carnell (C)
LITURGY SCHEDULE St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff
Saturday Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor..............ccooeviiniieiiiiiieeneen, (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org
R&Sar}./:S%% 0 pm Parish Secretary, Liz Liberatore.............c.coveviiiivneinnnannnn. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org
ass. 5:Ul pm Gwen Muchow, BoOKKeeper.........cooeuueiuieiiniiiiineeiiie, (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org
m Leah Connelly, Music Direct............cccoevviiieiiniiniiniinnnn. (419) 315-6625/ 1dcpiano@gmail.com
Rosary' 10:30 am Sandi Hudson, Religion Director..........cc.cocvevenininenninnninene. (304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org
Mass: 11:00 am . . .
Erin Sikora, Principal.............coooiiiiiii (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com
T%ﬂ Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager...................oevniueeeennnn. (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com
Wléed 8 -1 5panl’;l Matthew Matheny, Knights of Columbus..............c.coceeenenn. (304)545-8534/ mlmatheny 1 @gmail.com
Thurs: 8:15 am Fred Heindl, Property Manager...............ccoveuueiuneinneineneann. (304)415-5942
Fri: 6:00 pm
Adoration o . Pastoral Availability | o
Friday 5:00 pm Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /
Confessi homebound & require Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office.
onfession

Saturday 4:00 pm

For rental of church facilities
(parish center, gym, cafete-
ria), please contact:

Mary Nichols
304-727-9832

Marriage Preparation
Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a
Marriage Preparation Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.
Order of Christian Initiation
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith for-
mation program before they are admitted to the sacraments.
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Parish Office Hours = Tues-Fri



First Sunday of Advent: “Another Advent... Another Beginning in Grace”

Dear Parish Family, “What’s another year?”—that
was the title of a Eurovision-winning song many
years ago. It’s a fitting question as we begin another
liturgical year today, with the hopeful voice of Isaiah
leading us into Advent. Year after year, the Church
gives us this sacred rhythm: Advent hope, Christmas
joy, the public ministry of Jesus, the solemn journey
of Lent, the glory of Easter, and the fire of Pente-
cost—until we circle back again to Advent.

This holy pattern is not repetition; it is renewal. It
gives meaning, order, and grace to the “bits and
pieces” of our daily lives, helping us stay centered
on God.

Advent always begins with a spirit of expectation. We prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth in Bethlehem, yes—but we
also look forward to His coming again in glory. Advent teaches us the art of waiting with hope.

There was a mother from whose son lived in another city. Every Sunday evening at 8 o’clock, he phoned home. As
the hour approached, she kept her eyes fixed on the telephone—no one was allowed to use it—so she would not miss
the joy of hearing his voice. That mother models the true spirit of Advent: alertness, readiness, longing. Jesus reminds
us today, “You must stand ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” These words are
not meant to frighten us but to fill us with hope. His coming is good news—wonderful news! Our response is not fear
but awe, gratitude, and joyful expectation.

That joyful surprise is at the heart of our faith. Think of Bethlehem: a young woman, a quiet carpenter, and a newborn
child. If we walked from that stable to Jerusalem and told the priests, “This helpless baby is the Son of God,” they
would have dismissed us as dreamers. Yet that is exactly how God chose to come—small, vulnerable, unexpected.
And because God still comes in unexpected ways, we must keep our eyes and hearts open.

This Advent, let us look for God in unlikely places:

¢ in the doorway where someone sleeps in the cold,
e in the refugee seeking safety,

¢ in the wrinkled face of an elderly neighbor,

¢ in the quiet needs of the lonely.

Grace does not always come wrapped in comfort—it often comes disguised in need.

Advent is a quiet season, though the world tries hard to drown it out with noise, busyness, and early Christmas fren-
zy. The Church invites us to slow down, clear the clutter, and rediscover the deep longing that marked Israel’s wait-
ing. Advent renews in us a hope not only for ourselves but for the whole human family.

Sobering realities confront us today—threats like nuclear instability and the growing crisis of climate change. These
challenges can make us wonder, “Where is God in all this?”” The Prophets speak directly into such fears. Their open-
ing words shake us awake, but their final messages always point to God’s faithfulness and the promise that He will not
abandon His people.

So this Advent, let us listen anew to Isaiah. His words will guide us, challenge us, and comfort us. They remind us that
God still comes, still saves, still surprises.

With eyes wide open, hearts alert, and spirits expectant, let us welcome this new beginning—and welcome the God
who comes.” A blessed Advent to you and your families!



CATECHETICAL CORNER

THE SEASON OF ADVENT: A TIME OF HOPE AND PREPERSTION

- The Church
ADVENT [&%
new liturgi-
: = e cal year
with Ad-
vent, a four
-week sea-
son of wait-
ing and
preparation
for the com-
ing of
Christ. The
word Ad-
vent means
“coming”
or “arrival,”
reminding
us that we
prepare not
only for the
celebration
of Jesus’ birth, but also for Christ’s coming into our lives
today and His return at the end of time. Advent is a
uniquely joyous and hopeful season in the Church.

Advent has a triple purpose:

1. To remember Christ’s first coming at Christmas.

2. To recognize Christ with us now in Word, Sacra-
ment, and daily life.

3. To prepare for Christ’s return in glory.

Because of this, Advent is a season of hope, prayer, and
renewal.

Liturgical Features of Advent:

e Violet is the primary color, symbolizing repentance
and preparation.

e The Gloria is omitted to heighten our longing for
Christmas joy.

e The Church encourages Confession, quiet reflection,
and acts of charity.

e Key figures include Isaiah, John the Baptist, and
Mary, each guiding us toward Christ.

The Advent Wreath: One of the most beloved traditions

is the Advent wreath, made of evergreens arranged in a

circle—symbolizing God’s eternal love. The four candles

mark each week:

1. 1st Candle (Violet): Hope — The Prophet’s Candle

2. 2nd Candle (Violet): Faith — The Bethlehem
Candle

3. 3rd Candle (Rose): Joy — Gaudete Sunday
4. 4th Candle (Violet): Peace — The Angel’s Candle

Wreath also include a white Christ Candle, lit on Christ-
mas, symbolizing Jesus, the Light of the World.

Penitential Spirit: Advent is not as strict as Lent, but it car-
ries a gentle penitential tone. The season invites us to:

e Turn away from sin
e Seek forgiveness

e Reorient our lives toward Christ

Parishes often celebrate communal penance services and
encourage personal prayer and works of mercy.

Final Days of Advent: From December 17-23, the Church
prays the ancient O Antiphons, calling on Christ using Old
Testament titles such as O Wisdom, O Key of David, and O
Emmanuel. They express our longing for the Savior.

The nine-day Christmas Novena: As Advent draws to its
close, many Catholic communities around the world begin a
nine-day novena leading up to Christmas. These final days,
traditionally from December 16 to December 24, are a time
of more intense preparation for the birth of Jesus. The nove-
na helps us enter more deeply into the mystery of the Incar-
nation—God becoming one of us.

Purpose of the Nine-Day Novena: The novena is meant to
help the faithful:

e Prepare spiritually for the coming of Christ

e Deepen prayer and reflection during the final days of Ad-
vent

e Purify the heart before the joy of Christmas
e Strengthen community through shared worship
e Grow in hope, faith, and joy

It is a beautiful way to slow down and stay focused on Christ
amid the busyness of the season.

A Spiritual Invitation: Advent helps us slow down and pre-
pare our hearts in a world that rushes toward Christmas. It
invites us to embrace:

e Hope in uncertainty
e Silence in the noise
e Charity in the busyness

e Renewal in our spiritual lives

As we light each candle and open our hearts to God’s grace,
we pray together: “Come, Lord Jesus.”



NEWS AND UPDATES

~ Saint John Damascene, De-
- cember 04

Saint John of Damascus was born
around 675 in Damascus (the capital of
Syrla?. He worked as a tax official for the
Muslim caliph. While doing government
work, he wrote three Discourses on Sa-
cred Images that defended their veneration. John
eventualy became a monk at Mar Saba,
near Jerusalem, and spent the rest of his life “studyin
writing, and preaching, acquiring the name ‘the Gold-
en Orator”.  He composed approximately 150 works
in his lifetime. He died some time between 754 and
787 near Jerusalem.

Saint Nicholas, December 06

Tradition tells us that Nicholas was bish-
op of Myrma sometime during the 4th
century. He was imprisoned and likely
tortured during the persecution of
Christians by the Roman emper-
or Diocletian, but was released under
the rule of Constantine the Great. He
' may have attended the first Council of
Nicaea (325). His wealthy parents, who raised him to
be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nich-
olas was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell
what you own and give the money to the poor,"
Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the
needy, the sick, and the suffering. One story tells of a
poor man with three daughters without dowries,
destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on
three different occasions, a b?jg of gold appeared in
their home providing the needed dowries. The bags
of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to
have landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire
to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging
stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting glfts
from Saint Nicholas. This tradition is celebrated at
our own St Francis School—the children place their
shoes outside their classroom door for a treat from

Saint Ambrose, December 07

Saint Ambrose was born 339 CE, in what
is now Trier, Germany. “Ambrose was
reared in Rome, in a palace frequented
by the clergy, by his widowed mother
and his elder sister Marcellina,a
nun. Duly promoted to the7%overnorsh|p
: of Aemilia-Liguria about 370, he lived at
Milan and was unexpectedly acclaimed as their bish-
op by the people of the city in 374. (Brittanica.com)”
He was universally popular during his time, earning a
reputation for being a model Christian and perfect
for his position. “The special character and value of
the writings of St. Ambrose are at once tangible in
the title of Doctor of the Church, which from time
immemorial he has shared in the West with St. Je-
rome, St. Augustine, and St. Gregory. He is an official
witness to the teaching of the Catholic Church in his
own time and in the preceding centuries. As such his
writings have been constantly invoked by popes,
councils and theologians ...Most of his writings are
really homilies, spoken commentarieson
the Old and New Testaments, taken down by his
hearers, and afterwards reduced to their present
form, though very few of these discourses have
reached us exactly as they fell from the lips of the
great bishop. (newadvent.org)”

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS
AND MASS TIMES

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Monday, December 8
Mass times: 8:00am & 6:00pm
ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE

December 11

6:00pm
CHRISTMAS DINNER

December 20

6:00pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS WITH THE CHILDREN
December 24

6:00PM
Midnight Mass

December 24
12:00am
CHRISTMAS DAY
DECEMBER 25TH
Mass, 11:00am
NEW YEARS EVE
December 31st
Year-End Adoration & Thanksgiving Mass

5:00pm—7:00pm
NEW YEAR'’S DAY MASS
January 1,2026
9:00am




NEWS AND UPDATES |

The Advent Wreath

The word advent itself comes from the
Latin word” adventus” meaning
“arrival.” Advent is a period of prepara-
tion and anticipation for the celebration
of the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas
Day. The Catholic church adopted this
tradition of the Advent wreath during
the Middle Ages. The wreath itself rep-
resents eternity and everlasting life, a circle that never ends (John
3:16).

You may see several different versions of the advent wreath. The
most common and simplest wreath contains five candles. Three pur-
ple and one pink and one white. Each candle has a different meaning.

SAMARITAN
AWARD

On the first Sunday of Advent, Christians light the first candle on the
Advent wreath. This candle “the Prophet’s Candle” it is purple and
symbolizes hope. Throughout the first week of Advent, Christians
reflect on the theme of hope and the idea that Christ’s coming into
the world brings hope to a world in need of salvation.

Jesus is the light of the world...and he calls us to bring his light to the
world. During Advent, the coldest and darkest time of the year, Cath-

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON

olics use a special Advent wreath with four candles to represent the

light of Jesus in our hearts and homes. As St. Francis of Assisi said,

The St. Francis School Thanksgiving luncheon
“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single 8 8

candle.” was held on Nov. 19th

CHRISTMAS DINNER

WE ARE PLANNING FOR A CHRISTMAS DINNER
ON DECEMBER 20TH AT 6:00PM IN THE PARISH
HALL. PLEASE SIGN-UP ON THE SIGN-UP SHEET
AT EACH ENTRANCE DOOR IN THE BACK OF
CHURCH. LET US KNOW HOW MANY FAMILY
MEMBERS PLAN TO ATTEND BY
DECEMBER 15TH.

“‘Advent is a journey “At this Christmas when Christ
towards Bethlehem. comes, will He find a warm
May we let ourselves || heart? Mark the season of Ad-
be drawn by the light || vent by loving and serving the
of God made man.” — || others with God’s own love and
Pope Francis concern.” —Mother Teresa




NEWS AND UPDATES

"Hi St. Francis Youth! WOMEN’S CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

You’re invited to join us every 2nd and 4th Sunday for an The Women’s Club Christmas Luncheon will be at
hour of connection, inspiration, and good food! Come December 10th at 12:00pm
dive into scripture together, share a meal with friends,
and enjoy a relaxed time to talk, laugh, and grow in faith.

At the Eagles Nest Restaurant, South Charleston

All woman of the parish are invited to come and join us.
g g ; ;
Bring yourself, bring a friend—everyone’s welcome. Hope to see you there!

We can’t wait to see you there!"

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM LITTLE BLESSINGS

| would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who

has donated out our baby pantry.

We are celebrating our 3rd year at the end of this month.
We feel so blessed that we are able to help people in our

Christ's Kitchen
Food Pantry

Collection: 2nd weekend of each
month but accepted any time.,

The Pantry is in need
of Pancake Syrup,
Boxed Pasta Sides,

Canned Pasta,
Crackers (Saltines)
Instant Chocolate

community. May God Bless everyone.

week at her new

residency

-Uphold them in your prayers-

St. Francis Blessing Box is David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher,
Debbie Flinner, Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Robin
located at the corner of 6th Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, Diane Holley-
Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Bud Hum-
Avenue and Park Street. phreys, Carmelina Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lam-
bert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent

Your donation is a gift to Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian Matheny, Kim
. McBurney, Mario Mendez, Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia ,
someone in need. A blue Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt

inh I in th Sowers, Becky Vannatter Smith, Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat
bin has been placed in the Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Van-
natter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gordon Holbrook, Ralph
back of church to collect Holland, Tracy McGrath, Nico Syre, Jason Zanatis, Alaina Rae Gilbert,

donated items. Items Pearl Thompson, John Hebb III
greatly needed are canned Immediate Praver needs:

goods, noodles, toiletries,

Rick Robinson Matt Sowers Carolyn Hanson
peanut butter, jelly, hats, Terry DeLuca Dave Lucas Rick Mullins
| d f Margaret McEvoy Michele Stugeon  Allison Grinstead
gloves and scaris. Anna Ng Patty Young Darlene Holland
John Carnell Peggy Shelton

Josephine Fletcher Landen Chin




NEWS AND UPDATES

Sharing our Treasury CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Listed below are collections for

November 22 & 23, 2025 We are accepting donations for Christmas

flowers. Please include the names of loved ones

Collection for Church Operation........... .$3,131.00 |[|if you would like to
SChOOI...uuiteeeeeececce e eeeeene.. 75,00
DIOCESE oottt 270.00
VOBVE CANAIES....e.voeeeereeeeeeresesereseeeeenennen. 72,00 || PUllETIN.

Christmas Baskets............ccccoveveineiinenenn...654.00 || Thank you!

Total......cccevevenreeeennnnee..$4,201.00
Weekly Mass Attendance

Sat-78 Sun-132 TOTAL—210

acknowledge them in the

EVANGELIZATION MEETING

The Evangelization committee meeting will be held Monday,

Collections for Church Operations December 1st at 9:00 am at the home of Kathy Shomo
located at 1717 Massey Circle, So. Charleston
Year-to-date . .
Renpiad YEAR - TO - DATE For more information contact Mary Sanney at 304.932.5674
$178,567
SHORTFALL Adoration
$32,018

Friday, December 5, 12 pm—6:00pm
_— r

Annual Goal
£233,000

Collections for Church Operations as of
November 23, 2025 "Look upon the hour of adoration assigned

224N to you as an hour in paradise".

W ) If you would like to participate in Adoration on Friday’s, please
L contact Pat Tabor at 304-552-8614

0
CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL

Safe Environment Reporting Statement
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To Report
Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston en-
courages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We
also encourage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the
U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please
contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.
To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary
based on your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-
dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Ser-
vices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authori-
ties: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees
at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at
304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese
also has partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other,
additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a
third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan
authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.

The Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) is an
opportunity for us to come together as
one diocesan family to support the vital
ministries and initiatives that strength-
en our parishes and communities.
Through your generosity, the CSA as-
sists our parishes, shared ministries,
Catholic education, and outreach
efforts. Programs such as tuition assis-
tance, food pantries, and Catholic Char-
ities West Virginia benefit directly from
CSA funds.




