SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston)
524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV 25177  304-727-3033

www.stfranciswv.org parish@stfranciswv.org www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintal

NOVEMBER 2,2025 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

OUR MISSION

e ae——
~In the spirit of Saint Francis, we, the church family, strive to discover Christ's peace in us and in each aspect of creation by
welcoming and walking hand in hand with hers and sisters on our faith journey—

“IF GOD CAN WORK THROUGH ME. HE CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONRE = = SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!

To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at
304-727-3033. The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you.
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St. Martin de Porres St. Charles In2:13-22(671)
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PARISH INFORMATION

Date Mass Mass Lector Extraordinary Altar Rosary
Time Intention Minister (s) Servers Leader
SAT 9:00 All Saints” Day Mass Tom Williams Midge Butler Jonah White | Helen Musrock
NOV am Diondrae Johnson
01 . Ty : Dave Deluca (X) Joey Sikora
5:00 ByB\yilch?g?Jse HIEE DTREPREE | ) E Hfa (C)
pm Helen Musrock (C)
Volunteers
SUN 11:00 Intentions of the people of = Mark Muchow  Suzanne Farley (X) Mary Pauley Sarah Palmer
NOV am the parish John Carnell (C) Ruby Pauley
02 Paul Niedbalski (C) Georgia Kail
MON — — — — — —
NOV
03
TUE 6:00 Karen King Pat Romanosky Midge Butler — —
NOV pm By The Stone Family
04
WED 8:15 Mary Jane Gertz Pat Tabor Lynn Fenimore S —
NOV am By Susan Allpach
05
THU 8:00 Nanette Martin School Students Tom Liberatore  School Students —
NOV am By Brenda & Jay Dlugos
06
FRI  6:00 Mary Jane Gertz Dawna Kessler Midge Butler S -
NOV PM By Tony Gertz
07
SAT 5:00 Intentions of the people of Helen Musrock Midge Butler (X) Volunteers Lisa D’Esposito
NOV pm the parish Dave Deluca (C)
08 Leslie Huffman (C)
SUN 11:00 Ellen Schafer Mighty Lopez Jennifer Lopez (X) Hadley Heumann Mark Muchow
NOV am By Richard Schafer Shaun Lopez (C) Emette Heumann
09 John Carnell (C) Joey Sikora
St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff
LITURGY SCHEDULE Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor.............c..viuiiiniiiiiiniiiineinnss (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org
m Parish Secretary, Liz Liberatore..............cooovviuiiineinininnnnn. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org
Rl\?lsar}_’:;_‘(:)%o pm Gwen Muchow, Bookkeeper.........cccooeveviiiiiiniiiiineieiiene (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow(@stfranciswv.org
ass. 0.Uv pm Leah Connelly, Music Direct...........cccoevveiniuiiineinineinneennn (419) 315-6625/ ldcpiano@gmail.com
MX Sandi Hudson, Religion Director.........ccovvuiviviniiiiiiininn (304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org
Rl\(/}ilig'lll(')b?’ooaalllrln Erin Sikora, Principal.............oooeiiviiiiiiiiiiiiciie e (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com
W ’ kci Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager.............cc.c.c.vuvuniieennnnn. (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com
Tﬁy_sm Matthew Matheny, Knights of Columbus............................ (304)545-8534/ mlmatheny 1 @gmail.com
WI:: d 8 o] 5121 - Fred Heindl, Property Manager.............ccevveveineininennanneennn. (304)415-5942
Thurs: 8:15 am
Fri: 6:00 pm Pastoral Availability
Adoration Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /
Friday 5:00 pm homebound & require Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office.
Confession Marriage Preparation

Saturday 4:00 pm

For rental of church facilities
(parish center, gym, cafete-
ria), please contact:
Mary Nichols

304-727-9832

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a
Marriage Preparation Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.
Order of Christian Initiation
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith for-
mation program before they are admitted to the sacraments.

Parish Office Hours  Tues-Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm




ALL’S SOUL’S DAY: IN GOD’S HANDS, WE FIND HOME

On 2 November, we celebrate the “All Souls Day”. On
this sacred day of All Souls, we pause in prayerful re-
membrance of all who have gone before us marked with
™ the sign of faith. It is a day of hope, love, and deep com-
g munion — a day when the Church militant on earth joins
spiritually with the Church suffering and the Church tri-
umphant. Together, we lift our eyes toward the God who
is both the Lord of life and the conqueror of death.

Our first reading from the Book of Wisdom offers a mes-
sage of profound comfort: “The souls of the just are in
the hand of God and no torment shall touch them.” What a beautiful assurance this is. To the world,
death may appear as an end — a tragic loss, an extinguished flame. But in God’s eyes, it is not destruc-
tion but transformation. The faithful departed are not lost; they are safe, held tenderly in God’s hand.
Their trials and sufferings have refined them, as gold is tested in fire. They now shine with the light of
divine peace.

This vision helps us approach death not with fear, but with faith. The separation we feel when a loved
one passes is real and painful, yet the readings of this great occasion invite us to see beyond that pain to
the greater reality — that God’s mercy and love are stronger than death.

Psalm 23 echoes this same trust: “Even though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are
with me.” We all journey through valleys — of loss, of grief, of uncertainty — but we never walk them
alone. The Shepherd’s rod and staff, symbols of both correction and comfort, guide us toward still waters
and eternal rest. This psalm reminds us that death is not a dark end, but a pathway to dwelling in the
house of the Lord forever.

Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Romans, gives us the foundation of our hope: “If we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with him.” Through baptism, we were united to Christ’s death — not
symbolically, but truly — and therefore we are united to his resurrection. Death no longer has power
over him, nor over those who belong to him. The love of God, poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, ensures that even in our sorrow, hope does not disappoint.

In the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks directly to our hearts: “I will not reject anyone who comes to me...
and I shall raise him on the last day.” This is the heart of the Christian message. God’s will is not de-
struction but redemption. Christ came down from heaven precisely so that we might rise with him. He
holds fast to all whom the Father has given him — no one is forgotten, no one is beyond his reach.

On this ‘All Souls’ Day’, as we remember our departed loved ones, let us hold them in prayer and hope.
Our prayers for the souls in purgatory are acts of love that unite heaven and earth. They remind us that
love does not end at the grave; it endures, purifies, and ultimately leads to joy. Let this day also remind
us of our own calling — to live now with eyes fixed on eternity. The more we live in faith, love, and
mercy, the more our lives become a preparation for that final homecoming with God.

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace and rise in glory.



THE CREED: FROM BAPTISMAL VOWS TO UNIVERSAL PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Creed is at the heart of the Christian proclamation. The Great Commission in

‘o 3 s 5 Matthew 28:19 records Jesus’ command to his apostles: “Go, therefore, and make
@SSIm OT disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit.” From the earliest times, Baptism was both a renunciation of sin

and a solemn profession of faith in the Triune God.

In the ancient baptismal liturgies, catechumens preparing for baptism enacted this
profession in a powerful ritual. Facing west—toward the setting sun and a symbol of
darkness—they renounced Satan three times: “Do you reject Satan? And all his

works? And all his empty promises?” To each, they firmly replied, “I do.” Then turn-
ing east—toward the dawn and symbolizing the risen Christ—they professed belief
in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, again responding, “I do.” Only after this
profession of faith were they baptized in the name of the Trinity (CCC 186).

This baptismal profession was not a mere intellectual formula but a vow of love and
loyalty, much like wedding vows. The word creed comes from the Latin credo,
meaning “I believe,” but in the biblical and liturgical sense it means entrusting oneself entirely to God. To profess the Creed is to pledge one’s
whole being to the Father through the Son in the Spirit, forever.

Over time, controversies challenged the integrity of this faith. Some denied that God the Father created the world, others insisted that Jesus
was not fully human, and still others questioned his or the Spirit’s divinity. To clarify the truth and safeguard the faithful, the Church expand-
ed the baptismal profession. The great Councils of Nicaea (325) and Constantinople (381) gave us the Nicene Creed, affirming that Jesus is
“true God from true God” and that the Spirit is “Lord and giver of life.” Thus, the Creed became not only a baptismal vow but also a universal
summary of the apostolic faith, a hymn of praise to the Triune God, whose work of creation, redemption, and sanctification continues even
now.

When we profess the Creed at Mass, we are not just reciting words or listing doctrines. We are renewing our baptismal promises: rejecting
Satan and his works, while entrusting ourselves in faith to the living God. Every “I believe” is a renewal of love, reminding us of our identity
as children of God and our mission to live for him with all our heart, soul, and strength (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).

Exploring the Creed Together

1. Where did the Creed come from? The Creed grew out of the early Church’s baptismal profession of faith in the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. As heresies arose in the early centuries, the Church expanded this profession to clarify the truth about the Trinity, Christ’s humanity
and divinity, and the Spirit’s role in salvation. Councils such as Nicaea and Constantinople gave the Creed its fuller expression, making it a
definitive summary of Christian faith and a renewal of baptismal vows.

2. What does it mean that the word “creed” comes from credo, meaning “I believe”? It shows that the Creed is more than a list of doc-
trines—it is a personal act of entrusting oneself to God. Saying “I believe” is like saying “I give myself to you, Lord.”

3. Why did the early Church connect baptism with both renouncing Satan and professing faith in the Trinity? Because baptism is

both liberation from sin and union with God. The renunciations symbolize freedom from slavery to sin, and the profession expresses loyalty
to God.

4. How do the gestures of turning west and east in ancient baptism point to the deeper meaning of profession of faith? Facing west

symbolized leaving behind darkness and rejecting evil; turning east symbolized embracing the light of Christ and walking in his Resurrection
life.

5. Why did the Church need to expand the original baptismal vows into fuller creeds? Because heresies endangered the true faith. By

clarifying who God is—Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier—the Church ensured that Christians knew whom they were entrusting themselves
to.

6. How do the Nicene Creed and Apostles’ Creed safeguard the faith of believers today? They anchor us in the apostolic teaching, unit-

ing Christians across centuries in one shared proclamation, preventing distortions of the Gospel, and reminding us of the essentials of salva-
tion.

7. When we recite the Creed at Mass, how is it more than “just words”? It is a renewal of our baptismal promises, a reaffirmation of
loyalty to God, and an act of worship. Each time, we renew our commitment to live for him in faith and love.

8. How might reflecting on the Creed deepen your prayer life and daily discipleship? By reminding you of God’s identity and his sav-
ing work, the Creed can inspire greater gratitude, trust, and consistency in living out the faith, especially in times of doubt or struggle.



NEWS AND UPDATES

We remember our brothers and sisters in Christ who have
Departed this life in 2025
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Miguel Matheus Michael Mamone Nanette Martin

Irene Papa, Thelma Marie Oxley, John Myatt, Catherine
Ray, James (Jim) Winski, Sheila Jennings , Caroline
Nuchims, Charles Spainhour, Okey Miller, Gladys Vito,
Macario Vito,

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

ALL SOULS’ DAY — A DAY TO REMEMBER AND PRAY
FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

All Souls’ Day, observed on November 2, is a day of prayer for the
souls in Purgatory that they may be cleansed of their sins and enter
Heaven.

The practice of pr?fylng for the dead has roots in early Christianity,
where believers offered prayers & alms for those who had passed
away, hoping to aid them in their journey to eternal rest. This practice
draws from the Jewish tradition and is evident in the Book of Macca-
bees (2Maccabees 12:46), which speaks of prayers for the dead.

On 1st November the Church honors all saints, both known & un-
known. While All Saints” Day celebrates those in Heaven, All Souls’
Day focuses on those who have died but are still undergoing purifica-
tion in Purgatory.

The Catholic Church teaches that Purgatory is a state of purification
for souls who have died in God’s grace but still need to be cleansed of
venial sins or the temporal effects of sin before entering Heaven. Al
Souls’ Day emphasizes the Church’s belief in the communion of
saints — that the prayers of the living can benefit the souls of the
dead. On this day, the faithful are encouraged to pray for the dead,
offer Masses, and visit cemeteries.

All Souls’ Day highlights the doctrine which teaches that the Church is
composed of the Church Triumphant (those in Heaven), the Church
Militant (those on Earth), and the Church Suffering (those in Purgato-
ry). The living and the dead are united in prayer and charity.

This day is an expression of hope in eternal life and an act of charity
toward the deceased. Catholics are reminded of their responsibility
to pray for the dead and trust in God’s mercy. This day is marked by
special Masses, prayers, and devotions. Catholics often visit the
graves of loved ones, light candles, and offer prayers for their souls.

In all this observance reflects the Church'’s belief in the afterlife, the

efficacy of prag/er, and the interconnectedness of the living
and the dead in Christ.

Saint Charles Borromeo, November 4

Charles was born October 2, 1538, in Lake Maggi-
ore, ltaly into an extremely religious atmosphere.
B Charles studied theology & law at the University

o4 of Pavia. Pope Pius IV made Charles, aged 22, a
Cardinal of the Church. The Pope promoted
Charles to the office of Secretary of State, the Car-
dinal Protector of several countries and of six reli-
gious orders as well as naming him Archbishop of Milan. In
1562, Charles was appointed by the Pope to help. We remem-
ber our brothers and sisters in Christ who have departed this
life in 2024. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

organize the upcoming Council of Trent. He decided to be holy
and make the Church, if he could, a holier place, too. He made
several changes: 1) rewrote the catechism that the people
learned; 2) started reforms in the preparation of candidates for
the priesthood; 3) ordered changes in the prayer book of the
Church; and 4) asked the Pope to decree that political appoint-
ments could no longer be made in the Church. Many of these
reforms, and others with which Charles is credited, grew out of
the Council of Trent. In 1566, the Pope sent Charles back to
Milan to be full-time Archbishop. He continued his work with
the people, caring for them in the streets when the plague hit
Milan. He nursed the sick and even saw that the curtains in his
palace, his clothes and other possessions were turned into
money for medicine for the poor. Charles, the Archbishop of
Milan, was usually seen in rags. He taught catechism, found the
sick and elderly places to stay, established schools and ran the
diocese. He lived a life of prayer, slept little and ate less. He died
in 1584.

NATIONAL VOCATIONAL AWARENESS WEEK
NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEE

8, 2025 is an annual week-long celebration of the Catholic
Church in the United States dedicated to promoting vocations
to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life through
prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support
for those who are considering one of these particular voca-
tions.

God our Father, we thank you for call-

ing men and women to serve in your

Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons,
and consecrated persons.

Send your Holy Spirit to help others to
respond generously and courageously
to your call.

May our community of faith support
vocations of sacrificial love in our
youth and young adults.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.



NEWS AND UPDATES _

It was a beautiful day for the Rosary
Procession after Mass on Sunday. Thank

you to all who participated!
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YOUTH GROUP

All youth of the Parish are welcome to join!

1"E>hrist's Kitchen
Food Pantry

Collection: 2nd weekend of each
month but accepted any time.

The Pantry isin need &
of Pancake Syrup,
Boxed Pasta Sides,

Canned Pasta,
Crackers (Saltines)
Instant Chocolate
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VETER{ANS

We remember our Armed Forces Veterans and we
pray for them.

We invite all our Parish’s Veterans to be present at
11:00 Mass on Sunday, November 9th for a special
blessing.




NEWS AND

UPDATES

November 2nd—First Sunday of the Month—

After Mass fellowship in the cafeteria following the

11:00am mass! All are invited!

Holy Land Carvings

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The weekend of November 15 & 16—the group from

the Holy Land will have a display of beautiful, hand-

“Eternal Father, | offer thee the
most precious Blood of thy divine
son, Jesus, in union with the

masses said throughout the world

today, for all the holy souls in
purgatory”

—Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great

\[\._,!{\_, e )

made, religious olivewood carvings from Bethlehem in
the Holy Land. The Christians of the Holy Land have
been suffering and continue living in hard economical
situations. Many of them have fled the Holy Land,
which decreased their population from 37% to just 5%.
Our mission is to help support these families by selling
their religious carvings, which is a major source of their
income to help them live and work in dignity in the
Holy Land. Your support through purchasing these

WOMEN’S CLUB MEETING

The Women’s Club meeting will be Monday, November 10th at 6:00pm
in the school cafeteria. The program for November is “bring a book—
take a book”. The hostesses for the evening will be Terry DelLuca, Diane
Niedbalski and Midge Butler.

All woman of the parish are invited to come and join us. Hope to see
you there!

items will help 200 families and support peace in the
Middle East.

Olivewood carvings are part of a tradition handed
down from generations. Please stop at their table and
purchase a nice gift from the little town in Bethlehem.

Carvings are wonderful gifts for:

St. Francis Blessing Box is
located at the corner of 6th

‘\BLES SING,
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Avenue and Park Street.
Your donation is a gift to
someone in need. A blue
bin has been placed in the
back of church to collect
donated items. Items
greatly needed are canned
goods, noodles, toiletries,
peanut butter and jelly.

Mass Intentions Available

November is the month of de-
parted souls. We have 4 days

i
All Souls' =

in November available to
schedule a Mass Intention. If

18
|

you would like a Mass inten-
tion for your loved one, please
contact the office at
304.727.3033.

Confirmation
¢ First Communion
¢ Christmas
+ Baptism

-Uphold them in your prayers-

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher,
Debbie Flinner, Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Robin
Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, Diane Holley-
Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Bud Hum-
phreys, Carmelina Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lam-
bert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent
Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian Matheny, Kim
McBurney, Mario Mendez, Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia ,
Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt
Sowers, Becky Vannatter Smith, Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat
Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Van-
natter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gordon Holbrook, Kraig
Stutes, Ralph Holland, Tracy McGrath, Nico Syre, Jason Zanatis,
Alaina Rae Gilbert, Pearl Thompson, John Hebb III

Immediate Prayer needs:

Rick Robinson Matt Sowers Carolyn Hanson
Terry DeLuca Dave Lucas Rick Mullins
Margaret McEvoy Michele Stugeon  Allison Grinstead

Anna Ng Patty Young Darlene Holland
John Carnell Peggy Shelton

Landen Chin

Josephine Fletcher




Year-to-date

Actual
$162,652
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Sharing our Treasury
Listed below are collections for

October 25 & 26, 2025
Collection for Church Operation........... .$3,127.00
Yol 1[0 Yo FE TR 10.00
DIOCESE vttt 100.00
Votive Candles........cooevvveiiiieiiiiiiiieeceeci e, 61.00
Christmas Baskets.......cccocevvvvvieveeeeeriivee e, 640.00

Total........ccceceueeeeuncenene..$3,938.00
Weekly Mass Attendance

Sat-68 Sun-121 TOTAL—189

Collections for Church Operations

Collections for Church Operations as of
October 26, 2025

0
CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL +

NEWS AND UPDATES

YEAR - TO - DATE
SHORTFALL

$30,016

Annual Goal
$233.000

NOVEMBER SECOND COLLECTIONS
November 2nd—Christmas Baskets

November 9—Collection for the Archdiocese for the
Military Services

November 16th—Christmas Baskets
November 23rd—Christmas Baskets

November 30th—Christmas Baskets

EVANGELIZATION MEETING

The Evangelization committee meeting will be held
TUESDAY, November 4th at 9:00 am at the home of Leslie
Huffman located at 139 Maple Lane, Tornado.

For more information contact Mary Sanney at 304.932.5674

The Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) is an
opportunity for us to come together as

one diocesan family to support the vital

ministries and initiatives that strengthen
our parishes and communities. Through

your generosity, the CSA assists our par-
ishes, shared ministries, Catholic educa-

tion, and outreach efforts. Programs such
as tuition assistance, food pantries, and
Catholic Charities West Virginia benefit

directly from CSA funds.

GOAL: $21,500

Adoration

Friday, November 7, 12 pm—6:00pm

"Look upon the hour of adoration assigned
to you as an hour in paradise".

If you would like to participate in Adoration on Friday’s, please
contact Pat Tabor at 304-552-8614

Safe Environment Reporting Statement
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To Report
Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston en-
courages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We
also encourage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the
U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please
contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.
To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary
based on your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-
dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Ser-
vices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authori-
ties: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees
at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at
304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese
also has partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other,
additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a
third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan
authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.




