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JANUARY 4, 2026    THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

05 Monday 
 

1 Jn 3: 22-4-6 
Mt 4: 12-17, 23-25 

(212) 
 

Saint John Neumann 

06 Tuesday 
 

1 Jn 4: 7-10 
Mt 6: 34-44 (213) 

07 Wednesday 
 

1 Jn 4: 11-18 
Mk 6: 45-52 (214) 

 
 

Saint Raymond of 
Penyafort 

 
 

08 Thursday 
 

1 Jn 4: 19-5:4 
Lk4: 14-22 (215) 

 

09 Friday 
 

1 Jn 5: 5-15 
Lk 5: 12-16 (216) 

10 Saturday 
 

1 Jn 5: 14-21 
Jn 3: 22-30 (217) 

11 Sunday 
 

Is 42: 1-4, 6-7 
Acts 10: 34-38 

Mt 3: 13-17 (21) 
 

The Baptism of  
The Lord 

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!   
To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at  

304-727-3033.  The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you. 

SUNDAYS READINGS P. 1021 (YEAR A) 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

Rosary: 4:30 pm 
Mass: 5:00 pm 

 Sunday 
Rosary: 10:30 am
Mass: 11:00 am 

 Weekdays  
Tue: 6:00 pm 
Wed: 8:15 am 
Thurs: 8:15 am 

Fri: 6:00 pm 
 Adoration 

Fri: 5:00 pm 
For rental of church facilities 
(parish center, gym, cafete-

ria), please contact: 
Mary Nichols  
304-727-9832 

Date Mass 
Time 

Lector Extraordinary  
Minister(s) 

Altar  
Servers 

Rosary 
Leader 

Mass 
Intention 

SAT 
JAN 
03 

 

5:00  
pm 

Jacque Switzer Leslie Huffman (X) 
Midge Butler (C) 
Dave DeLuca (C) 

Volunteers Jacque Switzer Jane Duran 
By Paul Duran 

SUN  
JAN 
04 

 

11:00 
am 

Dawna Kessler Mark Muchow (X) 
Tom Liberatore (C) 

John Carnell (C) 

Hadley Heumann 
Emmette Heumann 

Mairin Knapp 

Tom Williams Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

MON 
JAN 
05 

— — — — — — 

TUE 
JAN 
06 

6:00 
pm 

 

Pat Romanosky Midge Butler — — John Hebb 
By Donna Hebb 

WED 
JAN 
07 

8:15 
am 

Helen Musrock Tom Liberatore — — Mr. Joseph 

THU 
JAN 
08 

8:00 
am 

School Students Tom Liberatore School Students — Nanette  Martin 
By Nilda Ramella 

FRI 
JAN 
09 

6:00 
pm 

Dawna Kessler Midge Butler — — Mr. Joseph 

SAT 
JAN  
10 

5:00  
pm 

Lisa D’Esposito Midge Butler (X) 
Leslie Huffman (C) 
Helen Musrock (C) 

Volunteers Pat Romanosky Jane Duran 
By Paul Duran 

SUN 
JAN 
11 

11:00 
am 

Tom Williams Jennifer Lopez (X) 
Shaun Lopez (C) 

Bill Tabor (C) 

Lily Palmer 
Sadie Palmer 

Diondrae  
Johnson 

Sarah Palmer Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office Hours       Tues-Fri    9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff 
Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor……….………   ……… (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org 
Liz Liberatore, Parish Secretary…………...….…..………. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org 
Gwen Muchow, Bookkeeper………..……….….. (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org 
Leah Connelly,  Music Direct…………..……….…………..…. (419) 315-6625/ ldcpiano@gmail.com 
Sandi Hudson, Religion Director………...….…….……..(304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org 

Erin Sikora, Principal……………………..…………….….…. (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com 
Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager……………...…………... (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com 
Matthew Matheny,  Knights of Columbus………………….…...(304)545-8534/ mlmatheny1@gmail.com 
Shaun Lopez, Pastoral Council President…………………….(681)439-0421 / shnlopez@gmail.com 
Fred Heindl, Property Manager……………………………….(304) 415-5942 

Pastoral Availability 
Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /homebound & require 

Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation 

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a Marriage Prepa-
ration Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.  

Order of Christian Initiation 
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith formation program before 

they are admitted to the sacraments. 



PASTOR’S NOTE 

As we step into the New Year 2026, I wish God’s 
choicest blessings upon each one of you. 

On this Sunday, 4th January, 2026 the Church cele-
brates the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. The 
word Epiphany comes from the Greek epiphaneia, 
meaning manifestation or revelation. On this feast, 
we rejoice because Jesus Christ is revealed not only 
to Israel but to all nations. The Epiphany proclaims 
a beautiful truth at the heart of our faith: Christ is 
the Savior of the whole world. 

What Is the Feast of the Epiphany? While Christ-
mas celebrates the birth of Jesus, Epiphany cele-
brates the recognition of who He truly is—the Son 
of God, the Light of the world. This revelation is 
symbolized most clearly by the visit of the Magi, 
wise men from the East, who represent the Gentile 
nations. Guided by a star, they come to worship the 
newborn King, offering gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 

Historical Background: Historically, the Feast of the 
Epiphany is one of the oldest feasts of the Church, 
dating back to the early centuries of Christianity. In 
the Eastern Church, Epiphany originally celebrated 
several manifestations of Christ together: His birth, 
the visit of the Magi, His baptism in the Jordan, and 
His first miracle at Cana. Over time, the Western 
Church focused particularly on the adoration of the 
Magi, highlighting the universal mission of Christ. 

The Significance of the Feast: Epiphany reminds us 
that God’s salvation is not limited by race,   

culture, or nation. The Magi were outsiders—

foreigners, seekers—yet they were the first to 

recognize and worship Christ as King. This feast 

challenges us to see our faith not as something pri-

vate or exclusive, but as a light meant to be shared. 

Epiphany also asks each of us a personal question: 

Have I truly recognized Christ? And once I have en-

countered Him, am I willing to return “by another 

way,” changed and transformed, as the Magi did? 

The Readings 

· First Reading (Isaiah 60:1–6): The prophet pro-

claims, “Arise! Shine, for your light has come.” Na-

tions are drawn to the light of God’s glory. This 

prophecy finds its fulfillment in Christ, the true 

Light, drawing all peoples to Himself. 

· Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 72): We pray that all 

nations will adore the Lord. The psalm beautifully 

echoes the kingship of Christ and the homage 

brought by the Magi. 

· Second Reading (Ephesians 3:2–6): St. Paul re-

veals the great mystery: the Gentiles are co-heirs, 

members of the same body in Christ. Epiphany is the 

celebration of this inclusion. 

· Gospel (Matthew 2:1–12): The Magi follow the 

star, find the child Jesus, worship Him, and offer 

their gifts. Their journey of faith becomes a model 

for all believers—seeking, finding, adoring, and be-

ing transformed. 

On this feast, we are reminded that we are called to 

be stars—to reflect Christ’s light in our homes, 

workplaces, and communities. In a world often over-

shadowed by darkness, division, and fear, Epiphany 

invites us to live as witnesses of hope, justice, and 

love. 

May the light of Christ revealed today guide our 

steps throughout the New Year. Like the Magi, may 

we seek Him sincerely, worship Him humbly, and 

return to our daily lives renewed and transformed. 

With prayerful wishes for you and your families. 



 

 

CATECHETICAL CORNER 
WHY DOES THE CATHOLIC BIBLE HAVE 73 BOOKS WHILE OTHERS HAVE 66? 

One of the most fre-

quently asked ques-

tions about the Bible 

is: “Why does the 

Catholic Bible have 73 

books while most 

Protestant Bibles have 

only 66?” This differ-

ence is not because 

Catholics “added” 

books later, but be-

cause of which ancient 

books were accepted and preserved as Sacred Scripture 

by the early Church. 

1. The Difference Comes from the Old Testament: The 

Catholic Bible contains: 46 books in the Old Testament, 

27 books in the New Testament. Whereas Most 

Protestant Bibles contain:39 books in the Old Testament 

and 27 books in the New Testament. The seven books 

missing from Protestant Bibles are found in the Catholic 

Old Testament. 

2. The Seven Books Missing from Protestant Bibles: 

These books are traditionally called Deuterocanonical 

Books (“second       canon”), not because they are less 

inspired, but because their recognition was formally clar-

ified later in Church history. 

The seven books are: 

1. Tobit 

2. Judith 

3. Wisdom (Wisdom of Solomon) 

4. Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 

5. Baruch (including the Letter of Jeremiah) 

6. 1 Maccabees 

7.  2 Maccabees 

In addition, Catholics include certain sections of: 

• Daniel (Susanna; Bel and the Dragon) 

• Esther (additional passages) 

 3. Why Were These Books Removed from Some Bibles? These 

books were part of the Greek Old Testament (the Septuagint), 

which was widely used in the time of Jesus and by the early 

Christians. The Church accepted them as inspired Scripture from 

the earliest centuries. 

However, during the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, 

some reformers chose to follow the later Hebrew  Jewish canon, 

which did not include these seven books, and therefore removed 

them from their Old Testament. 

The Catholic Church reaffirmed the traditional canon of 73 books 

at the Council of Trent (1546) — not adding books, but confirm-

ing what had already been used in the Church for over a       thou-

sand years. 

4. Why Are These Books Important? 

These books: 

• Teach profound truths about God’s wisdom, mercy, justice, 

prayer, and fidelity. 

• Provide important background for New Testament beliefs 

such as: 

•             Prayer for the dead (2 Maccabees 12:44–46)                  

•             Intercession of the saints (2 Maccabees 15:14) 

•             God’s wisdom guiding human life (Wisdom and Sirach) 

• Help bridge the time between the Old and New Testaments. 

They enrich our understanding of God’s work in history and the 

development of Jewish and Christian faith. 

5. Are There Different Catholic Bible Translations? Yes. The 

Catholic Church allows and encourages different translations, 

provided they are faithful to the original languages and Church 

teaching. Some common Catholic English translations include: 

• New American Bible (NAB / NABRE) (scholarly and clear) 

• Revised Standard Version – Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) 

• Jerusalem Bible (literary and flowing) 

• New Jerusalem Bible 

• Douay-Rheims Bible (very literal and traditional) 

6. Why are there different translations of the Bible? As time                            



CATECHETICAL CORNER CONT…. 

Dear Parish 

Family, I hope 

and pray that 

you had a 

blessed and 

joyful Christ-

mas, shared 

with your dear 

ones. I sincere-

ly thank each 

of you for be-

ing an im-

portant part of 

our parish fam-

ily and for your wholehearted participation in 

our liturgical celebrations. 

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to eve-

ryone who helped make this great feast so sol-

emn and beautiful—through decorating the 

church, singing in the choir, assisting at the 

Mass, contributing to the Christmas projects, 

and serving in so many other ways. Your gen-

erosity of time, talent, and love truly reflects 

the spirit of our parish. God bless each one of 

you. This celebration would not have been 

possible without your sacrifice and generosity. 

Many of you have expressed your love, care, 

and appreciation toward me in various ways. I 

am deeply grateful for these gestures and hold 

you in my prayers. May God continue to 

shower you with abundant graces, blessings, 

and good health as we journey together into 

the New Year 2026. 

With gratitude and prayers, 

Fr. Sojan Xavier 

Your Pastor 

passes, languages evolve, and Bible translations are pro-

duced for different purposes. 

English (and other languages) change. Words used centuries 

ago may sound confusing today. New translations help 

modern readers understand Scripture without changing its 

meaning. 

Some Catholic translations are designed for: 

• Public worship (Mass) 

• Personal prayer 

• Academic or theological study 

• Youth or new readers 

The Bible used at Mass may differ slightly from one meant 

for private reading.                                                                                           

7. Who Approves Catholic Bible Translations? No transla-

tion may be used officially in the Catholic Church unless it is 

approved by Church authority. 

The process is: 

1. Scholars translate from the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and 

Greek texts. 

2. The translation is reviewed by the bishops’ conference. 

3. It must receive: 

• Nihil Obstat (“nothing stands in the way” — doctrinally 

sound), 

• Imprimatur (“let it be printed” — official permission), 

• And approval by the Holy See when required. 

Thus, the Church safeguards both the accuracy and faithful-

ness of Scripture. 

In Summary: The Catholic Bible has 73 books, not because 

Catholics added books, but because the Church preserved 

the full ancient canon used by the early Christians. 

The seven Deuterocanonical books deepen our understand-

ing of God’s wisdom, mercy, and salvation plan. 

The Church carefully approves all translations to ensure fi-

delity to God’s Word. 

The Bible is not just a book — it is the living Word of God en-

trusted to the Church, to be preserved, proclaimed, and lived. 



NEWS AND UPDATES 

Special Thank you to all who decorated our Church inside and outside 

for Christmas. The Church looked absolutely BEAUTIFUL! 

Welcome into the Church Parker Cornell. Parker is the son of Lindsey 

and Tyler Cornell and grandson of Danny and Dawna Kessler.  

CONGRATULA-

TIONS  

PARKER! 

 

Father had a won-

derful visit with 

Paul and Valerie 

Tabit over the 

Holiday. If you 

would like Fr. to 

visit your home, 

contact the 

Church office. 



 

-Uphold them in your prayers- 

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner, 
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, 
Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Carmelina 
Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, 

Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian 
Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario Mendez,  Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia , 

Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky 
Vannatter Smith,  Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce 

Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Vannatter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gor-
don Holbrook, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Tracy McGrath, Nico Sayre, Pearl Thompson, Ralph 

Holland, John Hebb III, Jan Quinlan, Kate Lichtenfels, Brody Fulks 
Immediate Prayer needs: 

 
Carolyn Hanson 

Rick Mullins 
Rick Robinson 
Terry DeLuca 

Margaret McEvoy 
Anna Ng 

John Carnell 
Josephine Fletcher 
         Matt Sowers 
       Dave Lucas 

          Landen Chin 
    Michele Stugeon 

Patty Young 
Peggy Shelton 

Allison Grinstead 

BLESSING BOX 

St. Francis Blessing Box is 

located at the corner of 6th 

Avenue and Park Street.  

Your donation is a gift to 

someone in need. A blue bin 

has been placed in the back 

of church to collect donated 

items. Items greatly needed 

are canned goods, noodles,  

peanut butter, jelly, bread, 

hats, scarves, gloves and 

soups 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

Pictures from 

Youth Group, 

Sunday,         

December 

28th. Youth 

Group is open 

to all the 

youth of the parish and school on the 2nd and 4th Sunday for 

an hour of connection, inspiration, and good food! Come dive 

into scripture together, share a meal with friends, and enjoy 

a relaxed time to talk, laugh and grow in faith.  

 

Bring yourself, bring a friend—everyone’s welcome! 



Safe Environment Reporting Statement 
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in 
accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost 
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 

www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you 
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please 

contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local 
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe some-
one is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of 
suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Vir-
ginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In 
addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by 

personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of 
the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. 

Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or 
Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 304.559.6742. In addition to 

the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered 
with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 

concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a 
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or 

school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via 
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil 

authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the per-
son reporting is protected. 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

Sharing our Treasure 
Listed below are collections for  

December 27 & 28, 2025 
 

Collection  for Church Operation………........$7,240.00 
School…….……….…....……………...……....00 
Diocese……………..………….…………..15.00 
Votive Candles……………………..…..…..61.00 
 

Total…………...….………..$7,316.00 
 

Weekly Mass Attendance 
    Sat –54    Sun –107      

Total —161 

 JANUARY SECOND COLLECIONS 

January 11— School Support 

January 18—Church in the Developing World 

Sharing our Treasure 

Listed below are collections for  

December 24 & 25, 2025 

Collection for Church Operation ………. $3,634.00 

School…………………………………………………………...00 

Diocese………………………………………….……….411.00 

 

      Total…………………………………..$4,045.00 

Weekly Mass Attendance 

12/24 6:00pm— 143       12/15 Midnight—64  

11:00—61                    Total—268 

If you have any meetings or 

important information you 

would like in the bulletin, 

please email it to:  

parish@stfranciswv.org  by  

Wednesday at noon to be 

printed in that weeks bulletin. 

Thank you WOMEN’S CLUB MEETING 

The Women’s Club Meeting will be held Monday, January 12th at 

5:30 in the Church. This meeting will be a prayer and rosary for the 

New Year 2026. Following the rosary we will go into the school  

cafeteria for a meeting.  The hostesses for the evening will be Mary 

Dilley, Mary Nichols and Mary Sanney. All women of the parish are 

invited to come to this meeting. Looking forward to meeting some 

new woman parishioners.  

 

THE EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

The January Evangelization Committee meeting 

will be Monday, January 5th at 9:00am at the 

home of Pat Romanosky. Pat’s address is 2134 

Pennsylvania Ave, St. Albans 


