
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston) 

524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV  25177     304-727-3033 
www.stfranciswv.org    parish@stfranciswv.org    www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintalbans 

JANUARY 25,  2026    THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

26  Monday 
 

2 Tim 1: 1-8 or 
Ti 1: 1-5 (520) 

Mk 3: 22-30 (317) 
 

Saint Timothy & 
Saint Titus 

27 Tuesday 
 

2 Sm 6: 12b-15, 17-
19 

Mk 3: 31-35 (318) 
 

Saint Angela Merici 

28 Wednesday 
 

2 Sm 7: 4-17 
Mk 4: 1-20 (319) 

 
 

Saint Thomas   
Aquinas 

29 Thursday 
 

2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29 
Mk 4: 21-25 (320) 

 

30  Friday 
 

2 Sm 11: 1-4a, 5-
10a, 13-17 

Mk 4: 26-34 (321) 

31 Saturday 
 

2 Sm 12: 1-7a,    
10-17 

Mk 4L 35-41 
(322) 

 

01 Sunday 
 

Zep 2:3; 3: 12-13 
1 Cor 1: 26-31 

Mt 5: 1-12a (70) 

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!   
To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at  

304-727-3033.  The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you. 

SUNDAY READINGS P. 1115 (YEAR A) 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

Rosary: 4:30 pm 
Mass: 5:00 pm 

 
Sunday 

Rosary: 10:30 am
Mass: 11:00 am 

 
Weekdays  

Tue: 6:00 pm 
Wed: 8:15 am 
Thurs: 8:15 am 

Fri: 6:00 pm 
 

Adoration 
Fri: 5:00 pm 

 Friday 5:00 pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 4:00 pm 

For rental of church facilities 
(parish center, gym, cafete-

ria), please contact: 
Mary Nichols  
304-727-9832 

Date Mass 
Time 

Lector Extraordinary  
Minister(s) 

Altar  
Servers 

Rosary 
Leader 

Mass 
Intention 

SAT 
JAN 
24 

 

5:00  
pm 

Fred Heindl 
 

Leslie Huffman (X) 
Midge Butler (C) 

Helen Musrock C) 

Volunteers Lisa D’Esposito John and Mary 
By Paul Duran 

SUN  
JAN 
25 

 

11:00 
am 

Youth Group Shaun Lopez (X) 
Jennifer Lopez (C) 
Mary Sanney (C) 

Jonah White 
Reagan Buscher 
Nathan Serna 

Youth Group Intentions of the people 
of the parish 

MON 
JAN 
26 

— — — — — — 

TUE 
JAN 
27 

6:00 
pm 

 

Pat Romanosky Suzanne Farley — — For Peace  

WED 
JAN 
28 

8:15 
am 

Tom Liberatore Helen Musrock — — Anna 
By Fr Sojan  

THU 
JAN 
29 

8:00 
am 

School Students Tom Liberatore School Students — Frances  Liberatore 
By Tom & Liz Liberatore 

FRI 
JAN 
30 

6:00 
pm 

Dawna Kessler Midge Butler — — Tressa & Harold Martin 
By Danny Kessler 

SAT 
JAN  
31 

5:00  
pm 

Jacque Switzer Midge Butler(X) 
Leslie Huffman (C) 
Helen Musrock(C) 

Volunteers Helen Musrock Intentions of the people 
of the parish 

SUN 
FEB 
01 

11:00 
am 

Dawna Kessler Mark Muchow (X) 
Bill Tabor(C) 

Suzanne Farley(C) 

Hadley Heumann 
Emmette       
Heumann 

Georgia Kail 

Tom Williams Kelly Liberatore 
By Tom and Liz Liberatore 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office Hours       Tues-Fri    9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH AND SCHOOL STAFF 
Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor  :(304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org 
Liz Liberatore, Parish Secretary  :(304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org 
Gwen Muchow, Parish Bookkeeper  :(304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org 
Angela Marie Pugh, School Bookkeeper :(304)807-5160 
Sandi Hudson, Religion Director  :(304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org 

Erin Sikora, Principal   : (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com 
Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager  :(304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com 
Matthew Matheny,  Knights of Columbus :(304)545-8534/ mlmatheny1@gmail.com 
Shaun Lopez, Pastoral Council President :(681)439-0421 / shnlopez@gmail.com 
Fred Heindl, Property Manager  :(304) 415-5942 

Pastoral Availability 
Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /homebound & require 

Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation 

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a Marriage Prepa-
ration Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.  

Order of Christian Initiation 
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith formation program before 

they are admitted to the sacraments. 



PASTOR’S NOTE 
ENLIGHTENED BY CHRIST, UNITED IN LOVE, SENT ON MISSION 

On the third Sun-

day in Ordinary 

Time, the Word 

of God draws us 

into a powerful 

journey of grace. 

It speaks to our 

lived reality and 

gently but firmly invites us to move: from dark-

ness into light, from division into unity, and from 

comfort into mission. Providentially, this Sunday 

also marks the conclusion of the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity, reminding us that the Gospel 

we proclaim gains credibility when it is lived in 

communion and love. 

God’s Promise of Light: The First Reading from 

the prophet Isaiah opens with words filled with 

hope: “The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light.” Isaiah speaks to a people who 

knew suffering deeply. The regions of Zebulun 

and Naphtali were among the first to experience 

invasion, humiliation, and loss. Darkness, fear, 

and uncertainty were their daily companions. Yet 

it is precisely there—at the margins, in wounded 

places—that God promises light. 

Isaiah does not deny the reality of pain. Instead, 

he proclaims a deeper truth: God’s saving action 

is stronger than human despair. Joy replaces an-

guish; freedom breaks the yoke of oppression. 

This is not the result of human strength or politi-

cal power, but the work of divine mercy.  

For us today, this message remains deeply consol-

ing. We all carry forms of darkness—grief, anxie-

ty, broken relationships, doubts, sin, or fear about 

the future. The Good News is this: God does not 

wait for us to escape the darkness before coming 

to us. In Jesus Christ, God enters it with us. The 

Light has come, and the darkness cannot  

overcome it.  

Church Witnesses through Unity: Saint Paul, in 

the Second Reading, addresses another form of 

darkness—division within the Christian commu-

nity. Writing to the Corinthians, he pleads with 

urgency: “Let there be no divisions among you.” 

The community had begun to fracture, aligning 

themselves with different leaders and personali-

ties. Paul reminds them that their identity does 

not come from human figures or preferences, but 

from Christ alone. Christ is not divided, and His 

Church cannot faithfully witness to the Gospel 

when it is torn by rivalry, pride, or factionalism. 

These words speak powerfully to us today, espe-

cially as we conclude the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity. Jesus Himself prayed, “That they 

may all be one, so that the world may believe.” 

Unity is not optional for Christians; it is essential 

to our mission. Our divisions—whether within 

families, parishes, or among different Christian 

traditions—wound the Body of Christ and weaken 

our witness. At the same time, this week reminds 

us that unity is not something we manufacture. It 

is first a gift of God, nurtured through prayer, hu-

mility, listening, repentance, and charity. Unity 

does not mean uniformity, but a shared commit-

ment to love, truth, and faithfulness to Christ. 

Jesus Invites us to move out of our comfort to 

Mission: The Gospel brings everything into focus. 

Jesus begins His public ministry in Galilee, ful-

filling Isaiah’s prophecy: the Light has dawned in 

a land of darkness. Yet His first action is strikingly 

simple. He walks along the shore and calls ordi-

nary people—fishermen at their daily work. 

“Follow me,” He says, “and I will make you fish-

ers of people.” They respond immediately, leaving 

behind their nets—their security, routine, and 

comfort—to follow Him.                      Cont.… 



SAINTS TIMOTHY AND TITUS  

Saints Timothy and Titus were close companions 
and trusted co-workers of Saint Paul, chosen to lead 
and strengthen the early Christian communities. As 
faithful bishops—Timothy in Ephesus and Titus in 
Crete—they guided the Church with pastoral wisdom, 
courage, and fidelity to sound teaching. Through 
Paul’s letters addressed to them, they continue to 
teach the Church about perseverance, good leadership, 
and steadfast faith in the midst of challenges, offering 
a lasting example of devoted service to Christ and His 
Church.  

PASTOR’S CORNER AND LOVING MEMORY AWARD 
Pastor’s Note Cont... 

This Gospel challenges each of us personally. What 

are the nets we are still holding onto? Comfort that 

resists change? Fear of commitment? Old habits, 

grudges, or a desire for control? Jesus does not force 

us. He invites us. And when we dare to trust that invi-

tation, our ordinary lives become the very place where 

God’s Kingdom takes root and grows. 

Taken together, today’s readings reveal the gentle but 

demanding movement of grace. God enlightens our 

darkness with His light. God heals our divisions by 

drawing us into unity in Christ. God calls us beyond 

comfort into mission. As we conclude the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, may we renew our desire 

to be instruments of communion—in our homes, our 

parish, and our wider Christian family. May we resist 

the temptation to divide and instead choose the harder, 

holier path of reconciliation and love. 

Let us walk in the Light of Christ, build unity wherev-

er we can, and follow Him with courage and generosi-

ty. In doing so, we become living witnesses that the 

Gospel is not only proclaimed—but lived. 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world and source of all unity, 

lead us from darkness to life, from division to com-

munion, and from comfort to courageous mission. 

Amen. 

REQUEST FOR PRAYER FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE 

Bishop Mark was asked by a member of the lay 
faithful to compose a prayer for greater harmony 
among Americans and fair treatment of people un-
der threat. He has composed the attached prayer 
for peace and justice and kindly asks that it be 
placed in your parish bulletins for the next several 

weeks and perhaps be used in your prayer groups 
or during other appropriate events. 

PRAYER FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE  

“How long, O Lord, how long?” We see vio-
lence and hatred on every side, cruel lan-
guage and crueler actions. Many of your 
children are treated harshly by those who 
should protect them and others, lacking 
food, are given stones when they ask for 

bread and a scorpion when they ask for a 
fish.  

“How long, O Lord, how long?” We see 
friends and neighbors suffering because of 
who they are or where they come from. 

We have forgotten that you are the Father 
of us all and that we are brothers and sis-

ters.  

Turn our hearts to you and to those who 
share our land. Make us peacemakers 

committed to work for that justice, which 
alone can ensure a lasting peace among 

your children, so that we may be in truth a 
single family united in fraternal love. Bind 
us together, Father, as your beloved chil-

dren.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
the King of Justice and the Prince of Peace.  

Tom Liberatore lost his mum Frances on 

January  18, 2025. The funeral Mass will be 

on  January  30 at 11am. We express our 

heartfelt condolences  to  Tom, his wife,    

Liz and the entire family. We pray the Lord 

give her Eternal peace. 



CATECHETICAL CORNER 
SCRIPTURE, TRADITION, AND THE CHURCH: ONE LIVING FAITH 

Catholic scholars see certain key biblical passages 

as windows into how Scripture, Tradition, and 

the Church form one unified reality—not compet-

ing authorities. Catholic interpretation reads the Bi-

ble within the whole of God’s revelation as it lives 

in the Church, especially as articulated in Dei Ver-

bum (Vatican II) and the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church. Below are several passages often cited to 

show how this living faith is expressed. 

1. The Church – 1 Timothy 3:15: Paul calls the 

Church “the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 

Catholic theology understands this as evidence that 

Christ entrusted the deposit of faith not to isolated 

individuals, but to an apostolic community charged 

with guarding and teaching it. The images of 

“pillar” and “foundation” suggest stability and visi-

bility, affirming the Church as a real, teaching 

body. Vatican II explains that the Church “listens 

to [the Word] devoutly, guards it scrupulously, and 

explains it faithfully,” showing that the magisteri-

um serves the Word—it does not replace it. 

2. Tradition – 2 Thessalonians 2:15: Paul urges 

believers to “stand firm and hold fast to the tradi-

tions you were taught, either by word of mouth or 

by letter.” Catholic teaching notes that apostolic 

Tradition is both oral and written. Scripture itself 

emerged from the Church’s living faith and wor-

ship. Thus, Scripture and Tradition together form 

“one sacred deposit of the Word of God,” from 

which the Church draws certainty about revealed 

truth. 

3. Interpretation – 2 Peter 1:20: “No prophecy of 

Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation.” 

Catholic theology sees this as a reminder that Scrip-

ture was inspired by the Holy Spirit and must be in-

terpreted within the same Spirit and within the com-

munity that received it. The Church teaches that the 

Bible is to be read in light of the unity of all Scrip-

ture, the living Tradition of the Church, and the har-

mony of faith, with the magisterium serving as the 

authentic interpreter for matters of faith and morals. 

4. The Sacraments – John 20:23: Jesus tells the apos-

tles, “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.” Catho-

lic scholars see here Christ giving real authority to forgive 

sins, linked to the gift of the Holy Spirit. This passage 

forms the biblical foundation for the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation, in which Christ continues his work of mercy 

through ordained ministers. Forgiveness remains God’s 

work, but it is sacramentally exercised through the 

Church. 

5. Mary – Revelation 12:1–5: The “woman clothed with 

the sun” is understood in Catholic interpretation as having 

multiple meanings: Israel, the Church, and 

Mary, the Mother of the Messiah. This “both/and” read-

ing sees Mary as the personal embodiment of God’s faith-

ful people and as a unique participant in salvation history. 

She is honored not as a rival to Christ, but as the first and 

most perfect disciple within the redeemed community. 

6. Relics and the Holy – 2 Kings 13:20–21: When a 

dead man is revived after touching Elisha’s bones, Scrip-

ture reveals that God can work through material things 

connected with holy persons. Catholic theology does not 

view relics as magical, but as signs of God’s action 

through creation. This reflects the Church’s sacramental 

vision: God uses visible, tangible means to communicate 

grace, always ordered to the worship of God alone. 

7. The Eucharist – John 6:53: Jesus declares, “Unless 

you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 

you have no life in you.” Catholic exegesis notes that Je-

sus intensifies rather than softens this teaching. Read 

alongside the Last Supper and the early Church’s wor-

ship, this passage provides a strong biblical foundation 

for belief in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

Faith in Christ and sacramental communion with Him are 

inseparable ways of sharing in divine life. 

Conclusion: These passages show that Catholic faith is 

not built on Scripture alone, isolated from the Church that 

received it, nor on Tradition apart from the Word of God. 

Rather, Scripture, Tradition, and the Church form one liv-

ing reality, guided by the Holy Spirit, through which 

Christ continues to teach, sanctify, and shepherd His peo-

ple. 



SCHOOL NEWS 

From Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parishioners, Today marks the beginning of 
Catholic Schools Week, a joyful celebration filled 
with dress-up days, special events, social justice ini-
tiatives, and our always crowd-pleasing Talent 
Show. Guided by our call to serve others, this year 
our community outreach will focus on supporting 
Pastor Poke’s Hezekiah house, in thanksgiving for 
the generosity and support he and  his church extend 
to the St. Francis of Assisi community.  

The Hope Scholarship has helped fill our classrooms 
with eager young faces ready to learn and grow. We 
cherish the students entrusted to our care and are 
grateful to serve them through the dedication of our 
outstanding faculty and staff. This year, our enroll-
ment stands at 199 students in grades PK –5, bring-
ing us close to full capacity. While we are thankful 
for this growth, our priority remains quality over 
quantity, ensuring that we can faithfully fulfill our 
mission to guide each child academically, spiritually 
and socially.  

Recently, the decision to expand the school was 
brought to a vote before the School Advisory Com-
mittee. After thoughtful consideration, it was decid-
ed to enhance the PK-5 program we currently offer. 
In support of this vision, we have contracted with 
ZMM Architects to design an outdoor play and 
learning space in the Holley Street lots next to the 
Church Offices. We anticipate having a master plan 
available for viewing by mid March. 

Finally, if you are not already enrolled in the Kroger 
Rewrds Program, please consider signing up. The 
school receives quarterly checks from Kroger based 
on participants’ purchases—at no cost to you. If you 
would like assistance with enrollment, please con-
tact Kelly Oxley in the school office. We would love 
for you to be part of this wonderful program. 

Thank you for all you do to help make St. Francis of 
Assisi School such a remarkable community of faith 
and learning. I invite you to join me in celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week and in Praying for our 
school. Many blessings, 

 

LOVING SERVICE RECOGNITION AWARDED TO NANETTE MARTIN 



 

-Uphold them in your prayers- 

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner, 
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, 
Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Carmelina 
Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, 

Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian 
Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario Mendez,  Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia , 

Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky 
Vannatter Smith,  Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce 
Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Vannatter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, 

Gordon Holbrook, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Tracy McGrath, Nico Sayre, Pearl Thompson, 
Ralph Holland, John Hebb III, Jan Quinlan, Kate Lichtenfels,  Darlene Holland 

Immediate Prayer needs: 
 

Carolyn Hanson 
Rick Mullins 

Rick Robinson 
Terry DeLuca 

Margaret McEvoy 
Anna Ng 

John Carnell 
Josephine Fletcher 
         Matt Sowers 
       Dave Lucas 

          Landen Chin 
    Michele Stugeon 

Patty Young 
Peggy Shelton 

Allison Grinstead 
Brody Fulkd 

Pam Burton White 
Brandi Arthur 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 
GENERAL BODY MEETING 

In order to evaluate our pastoral life, assess 
our progress, and move forward with clear 
and concrete goals, a general parish meeting 
had been scheduled for Sunday, January 25th, 
following the 11:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish 
Center. 

However, due to the weather forecast indicat-
ing a winter storm and snowfall expected over 
the weekend of January 24–25 and the days 
following, the proposed meeting has been 
called off for the safety of all. 

The updated date for the general parish 
meeting will be announced in due course. 
Thank you for your understanding and coop-
eration. 

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS  

Saint Thomas Aquinas was one of the greatest theolo-
gians and philosophers of the Church, renowned for his 
deep faith, brilliant intellect, and humble pursuit of 
truth. Born in the 13th century, he sought to harmonize 
reason and faith, teaching that human intellect and di-
vine revelation are not opposed but together lead us to 
God. Through his monumental works, especially the 
Summa Theologiae, he offered clear and systematic 
reflections on God, morality, and the mystery of 
Christ, which continue to guide the Church’s teaching 
today. A man of prayer as well as scholarship, Saint 
Thomas reminds us that true wisdom flows from a life 
rooted in humility, contemplation, and love for God.  

BLESSING BOX 

St. Francis Blessing Box is locat-

ed at the corner of 6th Avenue 

and Park Street.  Your donation 

is a gift to someone in need. A 

blue bin has been placed in the 

back of church to collect donat-

ed items. Items greatly needed 

are canned goods, noodles,  

peanut butter, jelly, bread, hats, 

scarves, gloves and soups 

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will repay him for his deed.” (Proverbs 19:17)  



Safe Environment Reporting Statement 
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in 
accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost 
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 

www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you 
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please 

contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local 
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe some-
one is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of 
suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Vir-
ginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In 
addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by 

personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of 
the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. 

Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or 
Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 304.559.6742. In addition to 

the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered 
with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 

concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a 
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or 

school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via 
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil 

authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the per-
son reporting is protected. 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

Sharing our Treasure 
Listed below are collections for  

January 24 & 25, 2026 
 

Collection  for Church Operation……….........$3,548.00 
School…….……….…....……………….….37.00 
Diocese……………..………….…………426.00 
Votive Candles……………………..…...….50.00 
 

Total…………...….………..$4,061.00 
 

Weekly Mass Attendance 
    Sat –61    Sun –132     

Total —193 

If you have any meetings or important information you 

would like in the bulletin, please email it to: par-

ish@stfranciswv.org  by  Wednesday at noon to be printed in 

that weeks bulletin. Thank you SHARE YOUR TREASURE 

 The Catholic Church emphasizes the importance 

of giving from the heart and encourages individu-

als to give according to their ability. Your dona-

tion, no matter how 

large or small, is       

significant to our 

Church.  A QR code 

has been created for 

you as an option vs 

weekly envelopes for 

our parishioners and 

visitors.  


