
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston) 

524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV  25177     304-727-3033 
www.stfranciswv.org    parish@stfranciswv.org    www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintalbans 

JANUARY 18,  2026    SECOND SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME 

19 Monday 
 
Is 49: 3, 5-6 
1 Cor 1: 1-3 
Jn 1: 29-34 (64) 

20 Tuesday 
 
1 Sm 15: 16-23 
Mk 2: 18-22 (311) 

21 Wednesday 
 
 
1 Sm 17: 32-33, 
37, 40-51 
Mk 3: 1-6 (313) 
 
St. Agnes, 
Virgin and Mar-
tyr 
 

22 Thursday 
 
1 Sm 18: 6-9;  
19 1-7 
Mk 3: 7-12 (314) 
 
 
 
 

23 Friday 
 
1 Sm 8: 4-7, 10-
22a 
Mk 2: 1-12 (309) 
 
St. Vincent,    
Deacon & Mar-
tyr 
St. Marianne 
Cope 

24 Saturday 
 
2 Sm 1: 1-4, 11-
12, 19, 23-27 
Mk 3: 20-21 (316) 
 
St. Francis de 
Sales  
 
 

25 Sunday 
 
Is 8: 23-9:3 
1 Cor 1:10—13,17 
Mt 4: 12-23 (67) 

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!   
To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at  

304-727-3033.  The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you. 

SUNDAY READINGS P. 1112 (YEAR A) 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

Rosary: 4:30 pm 
Mass: 5:00 pm 

 Sunday 
Rosary: 10:30 am
Mass: 11:00 am 

 Weekdays  
Tue: 6:00 pm 
Wed: 8:15 am 
Thurs: 8:15 am 

Fri: 6:00 pm 
 Adoration 

Fri: 5:00 pm 
 Friday 5:00 pm 

 Confession 
Saturday 4:00 pm 

For rental of church facilities 
(parish center, gym, cafete-

ria), please contact: 
Mary Nichols  
304-727-9832 

Date Mass 
Time 

Lector Extraordinary  
Minister(s) 

Altar  
Servers 

Rosary 
Leader 

Mass 
Intention 

SAT 
JAN 
17 

 

5:00  
pm 

Helen Musrock Leslie Huffman(X) 
Tom Liberatore(C) 
Midge Butler (C) 

Volunteers Helen Musrock Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

SUN  
JAN 
18 

 

11:00 
am 

Mita Larson Bill Tabor (X) 
Paul Niedbalski(C) 

John Carnell (C) 

Mighty Lopez 
Reed Wriston 

Miguel Matheus 

Tamara Buel Faye and Joe Bohnert 
By Marti Lucas 

MON 
JAN 
19 

— — — — — — 

TUE 
JAN 
20 

6:00 
pm 

 

Pat Romanosky Midge Butler — —  In Honor of Josphine Fletcher 
By Family 

WED 
JAN 
21 

8:15 
am 

Helen Musrock Helen Musrock — — Sarah Garska 

THU 
JAN 
22 

8:00 
am 

School Students Lynn Fenimore School Students — Jo Ann Kessler 
By The School Family 

FRI 
JAN 
23 

6:00 
pm 

Dawna Kessler Midge Butler — — John Kessler 
By Dawna & Danny Kessler 

SAT 
JAN  
24 

5:00  
pm 

Fred Heindl Midge Butler (X) 
Leslie Huffman(C) 
Helen Musrock C) 

Volunteers Lisa D’Esposito John & Mary 
By Paul Duran 

SUN 
JAN 
25 

11:00 
am 

Youth Group Shaun Lopez (X) 
Jennifer Lopez (C) 
Mary Sanney (C) 

Jonah White 
Reagan Buscher 

Nathan Serna 

Youth Group Intentions of the people of 
the parish 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office Hours       Tues-Fri    9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff 
Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor……….………   ………..… (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org 
Liz Liberatore, Parish Secretary…………...….…..………...…. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org 
Gwen Muchow, Bookkeeper………..……….……….. (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org 
Music Director………………………………….….…………..….  
Sandi Hudson, Religion Director………...….………….……..(304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org 

Erin Sikora, Principal……………………..………………….….…. (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com 
Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager…………………...…………... (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com 
Matthew Matheny,  Knights of Columbus………………….…...(304)545-8534/ mlmatheny1@gmail.com 
Shaun Lopez, Pastoral Council President…………………….…….(681)439-0421 / shnlopez@gmail.com 
Fred Heindl, Property Manager………………………..………….(304) 415-5942 

Pastoral Availability 
Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /homebound & require 

Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation 

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a Marriage Prepa-
ration Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.  

Order of Christian Initiation 
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith formation program before 

they are admitted to the sacraments. 



PASTOR’S NOTE 
Unity in Christ: For the Sake of the Gospel 

This week, from 

January 18 to 25, 

the Church ob-

serves the Week 

of Prayer for 

Christian Unity, 

inviting us to re-

flect on how our 

unity—or our lack 

of it—affects the 

credibility of the 

Gospel we pro-

claim. Today’s readings speak powerfully about 

identity, mission, and witness. 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist points to Jesus and 

declares: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world.” John does not draw 

attention to himself or build a following around 

his own personality. His entire life is directed to-

ward one purpose: to reveal Christ. This is the 

heart of Christian discipleship—not to promote 

ourselves, but to point to Jesus. The world comes 

to see Christ through our love for one another, 

made visible in concrete actions. 

In the first reading from Isaiah, God says: “It is 

too little for you to be my servant only to raise 

up the tribes of Jacob… I will make you a light 

to the nations.” God’s plan has always been 

greater than one group, one culture, or one com-

munity. His desire is that all people may know His 

saving love. The Gospel is not meant for a few—it 

is meant for the whole world. 

Yet when Christians are fragmented—by rivalry, 

historical wounds, mistrust, or misunderstand-

ing—our witness is weakened. The world no long-

er sees one light, but many scattered lights, some-

times even in conflict with one another. The unity 

of the Church is essential for the credibility of 

the Gospel. As St. John Paul II once said, 

“Belief in Christ and the desire for Christian unity 

are inseparable.” 

 

 At the same time, unity is not uniformity. St. Paul greets 
the Corinthians with “grace and peace,” even as their com-
munity struggled with divisions. He continually reminds 
them that what unites them is  

greater than what separates them: they all belong to Christ. 

Christian unity does not mean thinking alike in every mat-

ter or erasing traditions. It means remaining faithful to 

Christ, recognizing one another as brothers and sisters in 

Him, and refusing to let differences become divisions. 

True unity grows through dialogue, respect, and under-

standing—not through domination or suspicion. We do not 

build unity by arguing others into submission, but by listen-

ing, learning, and loving. Pope Francis reminds us: “Unity 

is not achieved by ignoring differences, but by welcoming 

them and walking together.” 

Jesus Himself prayed: “That they may all be one… so 

that the world may believe.” Unity leads to belief. Our 

unity is not only for our own harmony; it is for the evange-

lization of the world. A divided Church weakens the proc-

lamation of the Gospel. A united Church makes Christ visi-

ble. In the words of Pope Benedict XVI, “The unity of 

Christians is a decisive sign for the credibility of the 

Church’s mission.” 

As we begin this Week of Christian Unity, let us remember 

that unity begins not in documents, but in converted 

hearts—hearts shaped by humility, charity, and a sincere 

desire to reflect Christ. We may not resolve centuries of 

division on our own, but we can choose to be instruments 

of reconciliation in our families, in our parish, and in the 

way we speak about one another. 

Like John the Baptist, our task is simple yet profound: to 

point to Jesus—not to our preferences or divisions, but to 

Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. When Christians live in mutual respect, seek under-

standing rather than victory, and walk together in love, the 

world sees not a divided Church, but a living sign of God’s 

reconciling grace. 

May our unity—rooted in Christ—make the Gospel more 

credible, more visible, and more powerful in a world long-

ing for hope. “Behold, the Lamb of God.” May our lives, 

united in Him, help the world to behold Him too. 



 

CATECHETICAL CORNER 
 

The Church’s liturgical 
year unfolds like a sa-
cred journey. We begin 
with Advent, a season 
of waiting and hope; we 
celebrate Christmas, 
rejoicing in the mystery 
of the Incarnation; and 
with the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, 
we bring the Christmas 
season to a close. After 

this feast, the Church enters a season deeply meaning-
ful: Ordinary Time. 

Why Is It Called “Ordinary” Time? The word ordi-
nary does not mean boring, unimportant, or routine. It 
comes from the Latin word ordinalis, meaning 
“numbered” or “counted.” Ordinary Time is simply 
the part of the liturgical year that is numbered and or-
dered, rather than centered on a single great feast or 
season like Christmas or Easter. 

In fact, Ordinary Time makes up the largest portion 
of the Church year, reminding us that most of our 
lives are lived not in extraordinary moments, but in 
everyday faithfulness. It teaches us that holiness is 
formed gradually, in daily choices, quiet perseverance, 
and steady growth. 

What the Church Focuses on During Ordinary 
Time: During Ordinary Time, the Church places be-
fore us the public ministry of Jesus. Sunday after 
Sunday, we hear how Jesus teaches, heals, calls disci-
ples, forgives sinners, feeds the hungry, and reveals 
the Kingdom of God through parables and actions. 

This season allows us to walk with Jesus through: 

• His proclamation of the Kingdom of God 
• His teachings and parables 
• His miracles of healing and compassion 
His encounters with ordinary people in everyday situa-
tions 
Unlike Advent or Lent, which have a strong tone of 
preparation or repentance, Ordinary Time focuses on 
discipleship—what it means to follow Jesus day by 
day. 

Ordinary Time and Our Own Christian Life: Ordi-
nary Time mirrors our own experience of faith. Most 
of our spiritual life does not take place in dramatic mo-
ments but in routine days—at home, at work, at 
school, and in our relationships. This season reminds 
us that God is present and active precisely there. 

ORDINARY TIME IN THE LITURGICAL YEAR:  

GROWING IN FAITH THROUGH THE DAILY LIFE OF JESUS 

The color of Ordinary Time is green, a symbol of 

life, growth, and hope. Just as plants grow slowly 

and steadily, so too our faith grows through regular 

prayer, participation in the sacraments, acts of char-

ity, and faithfulness to God’s Word. 

The Church invites us during Ordinary Time to ask: 

• How am I growing as a disciple of Jesus? 

• Am I listening to His Word and allowing it to 

shape my life? 

• How is my faith visible in my daily actions and 

decisions? 

A Season of Steady Spiritual Growth: Ordinary 

Time calls us to deepen our relationship with 

Christ—not through dramatic gestures, but through 

consistency. It is a season to strengthen habits of 

prayer, to reflect on the Gospel each Sunday, and to 

live what we hear at Mass. 

Saint Francis de Sales once wrote, “Great occa-

sions for serving God come seldom, but little ones 

surround us daily.” Ordinary Time helps us recog-

nize that these “little ones” are where holiness is 

formed. 

Living Ordinary Time Well: As we enter Ordi-

nary Time, the Church invites us to: 

Be attentive to the Word of God proclaimed at 

Mass 

Grow steadily in faith, hope, and love 

Practice patience and perseverance in daily life 

Allow the example of Jesus’ ministry to shape our 

own 

Ordinary Time reminds us that following Christ is 

not limited to special seasons or sacred moments. It 

is a lifelong journey of walking with Him through 

the ordinary days of life. 

May this season help us grow quietly but deeply in 

faith, so that, shaped by the life and teachings of 

Jesus, we may become faithful witnesses of the 

Gospel in the world. 



NEWS AND UPDATES 

St. Francis Church 
Suggestion and Responses 

 
Here are the suggestions placed in the Suggestion Box as 
of January 8, 202 

1) With funds raised in the 2026 Catholic Sharing Ap-
peal, I suggest a refurb or remodel of the Choir Loft. 

2) Cushions on the pews. 

Response: A vote was taken during an 11AM mass with 
almost zero support. 

3) Announcements are too long. Need to announce be-
fore Mass or at the end with no long    explanation. 

Response: We have gone to announcing important infor-
mation that is in the bulletin as we have been told many 
times parishioners were not aware of published events. 

4) Bring back the small holy water fonts at the door Four 
(4)  

Response: New fonts have been ordered. The funding 
comes from contributions that were returned by the Dio-
cese from the 2025 Catholic Sharing Appeal as we had 
met our 50% goal.  

5) Lights around Mary look like an afterthought and do 
not pay justice to our Virgin Mary. 

Response: The lights have been changed and hopefully 
meet with approval. 

6) It was so nice that the congregation was asked to vote 
if we wanted to have pew cushions. We were not asked if 
we wanted the holy water fonts removed from the 2 back 
entrances. Let’s have a vote to see if everyone would like 
to have them put back up!! Thank you! 

Response: See above. 

7) Maybe we can start a grief group for kids and adults 

Response: This will be a discussion topic for the Parish 
Council 

8) I feel like we could do confession every two months. 

Response: We assume this is a request to have a peniten-
tial service every two months with additional priests 
available to hear confessions. Father is taking this request 
under consideration. Please note that Father is available 
for confession before each mass or on request.  

9) A trash can on Ushers. 

Response: We assume this is a request to tone down vol-
ume of conversation in the back of the church. We ask all 
involved to be respectful of those praying in the sanctu-
ary. 

LOVING SERVICE AWARD 

NANETTE MANGANO MARTIN 

On this day, January 18, we honor Nanette 

Mangano Martin with the Loving Service 

Award, which will be received by her loving 

husband, Mike, and his sons. 

For thirty-six 

years, Nanette 

was the heart 

of our parish 

and school, 

dedicating her 

life to growing 

ever stronger in 

faith and, 

through that 

faith, serving 

both students 

and adults. 

Nanette put 

love into every-

thing she did. 

She had a heart 

of gold and a 

spirit filled 

with laughter and joy. Even after everyone else 

had gone home, Nanette could often be found at 

the piano bench or working quietly in her class-

room. The school and church fed her soul and 

were a source of her strength. 

We miss seeing her at the piano bench and 

hearing the sweet music she played, but we 

trust that her song now rises in praise with the 

angels in heaven. We thank God for the gift of 

her life and her faithful service. 

We love you, Nanette. 



NEWS AND UPDATES 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18–25) 

Every year, Christians around the world come to-
gether to observe the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, celebrated this year, from January 18 to 
January 25. During this week, we affirm the deep 
truth that what unites us in Christ is far greater 
than what divides us. 

As Pope Saint John Paul II often reminded the 
Church, the search for Christian unity is not op-
tional — it belongs to the very heart of Christ’s 
prayer “that they may all be one” (John 17:21). 

DAILY THEMES 

Sunday, January 18 — Our Calling (Eph.4:1) 

Monday, January 19 — Bearing with One Another in Love (Eph 4:2) 

Tuesday, January 20 — The Bond of Peace (Eph 4:3) 

Wednesday, January 21 — Called to One Hope (Eph 4:4) 

Thursday, January 22 — One Faith, One Baptism (Eph 4:5) 

Friday, January 23 — One Lord and Father (Eph 4:6) 

Saturday, January 24 — God’s Gift Given in Baptism (Eph 4:7) 

Sunday, January 25 — Growing into One: Growing into Christ (Eph 4:8) 

As we journey through this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we are reminded that unity is not something 
we create by ourselves — it is a gift of God and a calling we must live. We grow into unity by growing into 
Christ, allowing His Spirit to heal what is wounded, reconcile what is divided, and strengthen what already 
binds us together. May this week deepen our love for Christ, our respect for one another, and our commit-
ment to be instruments of unity in the world. 

Knights of Columbus Dinner at Angela’s 

Youth Group 

School Board Meeting 

Women’s Club 



 

-Uphold them in your prayers- 

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner, 
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen, 
Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Carmelina 
Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez, 

Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian 
Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario Mendez,  Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia , 

Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky 
Vannatter Smith,  Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce 

Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Vannatter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gor-
don Holbrook, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Tracy McGrath, Nico Sayre, Pearl Thompson, Ralph 

Holland, John Hebb III, Jan Quinlan, Kate Lichtenfels,  Darlene Holland 
Immediate Prayer needs: 

 
Carolyn Hanson 

Rick Mullins 
Rick Robinson 
Terry DeLuca 

Margaret McEvoy 
Anna Ng 

John Carnell 
Josephine Fletcher 
         Matt Sowers 
       Dave Lucas 

          Landen Chin 
    Michele Stugeon 

Patty Young 
Peggy Shelton 

Allison Grinstead 
Brody Fulkd 

Pam Burton White 

BLESSING BOX 

St. Francis Blessing Box is 

located at the corner of 6th 

Avenue and Park Street.  

Your donation is a gift to 

someone in need. A blue bin 

has been placed in the back 

of church to collect donated 

items. Items greatly needed 

are canned goods, noodles,  

peanut butter, jelly, bread, 

hats, scarves, gloves and 

soups 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

***PARISH GENERAL MEETING*** 

In order to evaluate our pastoral life, assess 

our progress, and move forward with clear 

and concrete goals, a general parish meeting 

will be held on January 25th after the 

11:00am Mass in the Parish Center.              

Refreshments will be served. 

The agenda will include among others:    

•  A review of the Parish goals submitted   

       to the Diocese      

•  A general evaluation of our Parish’s           

      present situation and future direction 

• An opportunity for parishioners to share 

their expectations, suggestions and ways 

of achieving our common goals. 

All parishioners are earnestly requested to be 

present, as your participation is essential for 

the discernment and planning of our Parish. 

Fr. Sojan Xavier 

 

 



Safe Environment Reporting Statement 
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in 
accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost 
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 

www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you 
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please 

contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local 
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe some-
one is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of 
suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Vir-
ginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In 
addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by 

personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of 
the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. 

Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or 
Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 304.559.6742. In addition to 

the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered 
with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 

concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a 
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or 

school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via 
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil 

authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the per-
son reporting is protected. 

NEWS AND UPDATES 

Sharing our Treasure 
Listed below are collections for  

January 10 & 11, 2026 
 

Collection  for Church Operation………..........$4,133.35 
School…….……….…....………………….572.00 
Diocese……………..………….……..………..00 
Votive Candles………………….…..……..210.00 
 

Total…………...….………..$4,915.35 
 

Weekly Mass Attendance 
    Sat –65    Sun –120      

Total —185 

JANUARY SECOND COLLECION 

January 18—Church in the Developing World 

If you have any meetings or important information you 

would like in the bulletin, please email it to: par-

ish@stfranciswv.org  by  Wednesday at noon to be printed in 

that weeks bulletin. Thank you SHARE YOUR TREASURE 

 The Catholic Church emphasizes the importance 

of giving from the heart and encourages individu-

als to give according to their ability. Your dona-

tion, no matter how 

large or small, is       

significant to our 

Church.  A QR code 

has been created for 

you as an option vs 

weekly envelopes for 

our parishioners and 

visitors.  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2026 

We are accepting Mass intentions for 2026. Mass 
stipends are donations made by the laity to 

priests for celebrating Masses for specific inten-
tions. The typical stipend is $10.00 for a weekday 

Mass and $20.00 for a weekend Mass. 

Please call the office and we will be happy to help 
you schedule a Mass for your loved ones. 

One of our parishioners, Teresa Campbell, lost her 

daughter, Sarah Garska, on January 13, 2026.  Let us up-

hold Teresa and her family in our prayers, and May the 

Lord grant eternal peace to Sarah. 

St. Francis of Assisi Church is looking for a Choir Director. If 

you are interested or know someone who can fill the posi-

tion, please contact the Church office at  304.727.3033. 


