SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
(Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston)

Sz 524 Holley Street, St Albans, WV 25177 304-727-3033

;‘T’ £ www.stfranciswv.org parish@stfranciswv.org www.facebook.com/stfrancisofassisisaintalbans

JANUARY 11,2026 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
OUR MISSION
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~In the spirit of Saint Francis, we, the church family, strive to discover Christ’s peace in us and in each aspect of creation by
welcoming and walking hand in hand with our brothers and sisters on our faith journey-
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“If GOD CAN WORK THROUGH ME. HE CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONL - - SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

A WARM WELCOME TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH!

To register as a new or returning member of the parish, please contact the parish office at
304-727-3033. The parish community will be indeed delighted to have you.
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PARISH INFORMATION

Date Mass Mass Lector Extraordinary Altar Rosary
Time Intention Minister(s) Servers Leader
SAT 5:00 Intentions of the people of  Lisa D’Esposito Midge Butler (X) Volunteers Pat Romanosky
J/l-\(I)\I pm the parish Leslie Huffman (C)
Helen Musrock C)
SUN 11:00 Nanette Martin Tom Williams Jennifer Lopez (X) Lily Palmer Sarah Palmer
JAN am By Kay Solomon Shaun Lopez (C) Sadie Palmer
11 Bill Tabor (C) Diondrae
Johnson
MON — = = — = =
JAN
12
TUE 6:00 Mary Jane Gertz Pat Romanosky Suzanne Farley = —
JAN pm By Susan Allspack
13
WED 8:15 Miguel Matheus Tom Liberatore Lynn Fenimore = —
JAN am By Family
14
THU 8:00 Carl Fletcher School Students Helen Musrock  School Students =
JAN am By Jo Fletcher
15
FRI  6:00 Kraig Stutes Dawna Kessler Suzanne Farley = —
JAN pm By Mike and Cay Hoh
16
SAT 5:00 Intentions of the people of Helen Musrock  Leslie Huffman(X) Volunteers Helen Musrock
JAN pm the parish Tom Liberatore(C)
17 Midge Butler (C)
SUN 11:00 Faye and Joe Bohnert Mita Larson Bill Tabor (X) Mighty Lopez Tamara Buel
JAN am By Marti Lucas Paul Niedbalski(C) ~Reed Wriston
18 John Carnell (C) Miguel Matheus
LITURGY SCHEDULE . . )
Saturda St Francis of Assisi Parish And School Staff
Rosary: 4:30 pm Father Sojan Xavier, Pastor................... ......... (304) 435-4342 / sxavier@dwc.org
Mass: 5:00 pm Liz Liberatore, Parish Secretary............cccccooiiiiiiiinni. (304) 727-3033 / parish@stfranciswv.org
Gwen Muchow, BookKeeper.......................... (304) 727-3033 / gwenbmuchow@stfranciswv.org
M Leah Connelly, Music Director............ccceveeiiiininininnn... (419) 315-6625/ Idcpiano@gmail.com
ROS&I‘y: 103 O am Sandi Hudson, Religion Director..........c..coeeeueniennnnn... (304) 549-4009 / shudson@stfranciswv.org
Mass: 11:00 am Erin Sikora, Principal............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e (304) 727-5690 / esikora@sfswv.com
Weekdays Kelly Oxley, School Office Manager...............ccecvvevninnnnnn, (304)727-5690 / koxley@sfswv.com
Tue: 6:00 pm Matthew Matheny, Knights of Columbus............................ (304)545-8534/ mlmatheny 1 @gmail.com
Wed: 8:15 am Shaun Lopez, Pastoral Council President......................... (681)439-0421 / shnlopez@gmail.com
ThUI'S-' 8 ‘15 am Fred Heindl, Property Manager..............cocovuviiniininennen.. (304) 415-5942
Fri: 6:00 pm Pastoral Availability
Ad ti Father Sojan is available any time of day or night for spiritual guidance. If you or a family member is sick /homebound & require
M Communion or Sacrament of Anointing, contact him (304-435-4342) or the parish office.
Fri: 5:00 pm Marriage Preparation

For rental of church facilities
(parish center, gym, cafete-
ria), please contact:

Mary Nichols
304-727-9832

Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Francis should be practicing Catholics & are required to participate in a Marriage Prepa-
ration Program. 6 months notice is required. Contact the office to discuss date of marriage.
Order of Christian Initiation
Children ages 7-17& adults who have not been baptized or baptized but not confirmed go through a faith formation program before
they are admitted to the sacraments.

Parish Office Hours  Tues-Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm



PASTOR’S NOTE

M e e e . e —
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord brings the Christmas season to
its close and opens the door to Jesus’ public ministry. Mathew pre-
sent a quiet yet powerful moment in the Gospel: Jesus steps into

the waters of the Jordan, is baptized by John, the heavens open, the
Spirit descends, and the voice of the Father proclaims, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” In this scene, we dis-
cover not only who Jesus is, but also who we are called to be.

Jesus Enters the Waters With Us: All four Gospels testify to the bap-
tism of Jesus, highlighting its deep significance. John the Baptist had
been calling people to repentance and transformation. When Jesus
comes forward, John hesitates: “I need to be baptized by you.”
John'’s confusion echoes our own. Why would Jesus, who is without

sin, step into waters meant for repentance?

The answer reveals the heart of God. Jesus does not remain distant
or removed from human struggle. Instead, He enters fully into our
condition. He steps into the same waters as sinners, the wounded,
the fearful, and the searching. This moment proclaims that God
does not save us from afar; He comes to us, stands with us, and
walks with us. God enters the places where we feel overwhelmed,
abandoned, or unworthy. In Jesus’ baptism, we see a God who
chooses solidarity over separation.

The Beloved Son—and Beloved Daughters and Sons: As Jesus rises
from the water, the heavens open and the Spirit descends like a
dove—gentle, peaceful, and life-giving. Then comes the voice of the
Father: “This is my beloved Son.” What is striking is when these
words are spoken. Jesus has not yet preached, performed miracles,
or healed the sick. Before any visible success or achievement, He is
called Beloved.

This truth lies at the heart of the Gospel. God’s love is not earned; it
is given. Our worth is not based on productivity, perfection, or suc-
cess. In a world that constantly tells us to prove ourselves, the voice
of heaven interrupts and declares that love comes first.

Through our own baptism, that same declaration is spoken over us.
God says to each baptized person: You are mine. You are loved. | am

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD: TAKING OUR BAPTISM SERIOUSLY

pleased with you. Baptism is not simply a ceremony from the past; it
is the foundation of our identity.

Baptism: More Than a Requirement: Sadly, many people come to see
baptism as merely a requirement—a formality needed to belong to a
group, receive a sacrament, or meet an expectation. When baptism is

~ treated casually, its life-changing meaning is lost. Baptism is not just

something that happened to us; it is something we are called to live.
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to
life in the Spirit” (CCC 1213).

In baptism, we are united with Christ, washed clean of sin, filled with
the Holy Spirit, and made members of the Body of Christ. We are giv-
en a new identity and a new mission. To be baptized is to belong to
God completely. (cf. CCC 1213-1214). Baptism imprints on the soul a
spiritual and indelible mark, meaning that our belonging to Christ is
permanent (cf. CCC 1272). The baptized share in Christ’s mission as
priest, prophet, and king, and are called to live their faith actively in
the world (cf. CCC 1268).

To take baptism seriously means to reflect often on what it means to
live as someone claimed by God. It invites us to deepen our under-
standing of our faith, to pray regularly, to participate fully in the life of
the Church, and to let the Gospel shape our daily choices.

Baptized for Mission and Justice: Jesus’ baptism does not end at the
Jordan. Empowered by the Spirit and secure in the Father’s love, He
begins a ministry of healing, justice, and compassion. He confronts
injustice, lifts up the marginalized, challenges oppressive systems, and
proclaims the coming of God’s Kingdom.

Our baptism sends us on that same path. The waters of baptism flow
outward—toward justice, courage, mercy, and love. In a world
marked by suffering, inequality, racism, violence, environmental crisis,
and poverty, baptized Christians cannot remain passive. Knowing our-
selves as beloved calls us to stand with those who have been told
they do not matter.

Living Our Baptism Each Day: The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
invites us to remember and reclaim our baptismal calling. It asks us to
move beyond seeing baptism as a past event and to embrace it as a
daily way of life.

May we remember that we belong to God. May we live as beloved
sons and daughters, rooted in love rather than fear. And may the wa-
ters that touched Jesus continue to renew us, sending us forth to walk
in His light and to share in the Spirit’s work of healing, justice, and
renewal.

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, may we take our own bap-
tism seriously—not casually, not superficially, but as the sacred begin-
ning of a lifelong journey with Christ.



CATECHETICAL CORNER

JESUS’ PRAYER—THE OUR FATHER: THE MODEL FOR OUR LIFE OF PRAYER

Prayer is not
merely a reli-
gious duty or
a set of
words recited
from
memory. At
its heart,

9 prayeris a
living rela-
tionship—a

profound
sharing in the very communion Jesus Himself lives with
the Father. When the disciples asked, “Lord, teach us to
pray” (Luke 11:1), they were not asking simply for a tech-
nique, but for a way of life. In response, Jesus gave them
the Our Father, a prayer that reveals not only how to
pray, but who we are called to become.

We recite this prayer often, and most solemnly during the
Holy Mass after the Great Doxology. Because of its famili-
arity, we can easily overlook the beauty and richness con-
tained within these sacred words. The following reflection
is offered to help us pray the Our Father with deeper de-
votion, greater faith, and renewed awareness of the gift it
truly is.

1. Jesus’ Prayer as the Model for Ours: The Gospels re-
peatedly show Jesus withdrawing to pray: early in the
morning, late at night, before important decisions, and at
decisive moments of His mission. Prayer for Jesus was not
occasional or secondary — it was the very heart of His
relationship with the Father and the source of His
strength.

Saint John Paul Il beautifully expressed this truth: “Jesus’
prayer is the most intimate expression of His filial rela-
tionship with the Father.” \When Jesus teaches the Our
Father, He is not handing down a rigid formula; He is in-
viting us into His own filial relationship with God. Christian
prayer, therefore, is not about mastering words, but
about entering into the attitude of the Son — trust, obedi-
ence, love, and surrender.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that “the
Lord’s Prayer is truly the summary of the whole Gospel” (CCC
2761). Everything Jesus teaches and lives finds expression in
this prayer.

2. Prayer as Union with the Father Through Christ: Christian
prayer is deeply personal and relational. When Jesus address-
es God as “Father,” He reveals a relationship of intimacy and
trust. In teaching us to pray “Our Father,” Jesus draws us into
that same relation

ship. God is not distant or indifferent; He is a loving Father
who knows our needs even before we ask.

Saint Teresa of Avila described prayer simply as “a close shar-
ing between friends; it means taking time frequently to be
alone with Him who we know loves us.” This captures the
heart of Jesus’ prayer life. Prayer is not primarily about saying
many things to God, but about being with Him.

The Catechism teaches that “Christian prayer is a covenant
relationship between God and man in Christ” (CCC 2564).
Through Christ, we are invited to share in His own commun-
ion with the Father — a gift far greater than anything we
could achieve on our own.

3. The Lord’s Prayer Reveals the Shape of Christian Life: Each
petition of the Our Father reveals a dimension of authentic
Christian living:

e “Hallowed be your name” calls us to place God at the
center of our lives, allowing His holiness to shape our
thoughts, priorities, and actions.

e “Your kingdom come” is a prayer of mission. We ask that
God'’s reign of love, justice, peace, and mercy take root in
our hearts and be made visible through our lives.

e “Give us this day our daily bread” expresses our radical
dependence on God. The Church has always seen in this
petition not only material sustenance, but also a deep
longing for the Bread of Life — the Eucharist, Christ Him-
self (cf. CCC 2837).

« “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us” places mercy at the center of Christian

Cont..



NEWS AND UPDATES

Catechetical Corner Cont... HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY’S

prayer. As Saint Augustine taught, “There is no prayer
more pleasing to God than the prayer of for-
giveness.” Our encounter with God’s mercy must
transform the way we treat one another.

4. Prayer Is Active and Transformational: Prayer is
never meant to leave us unchanged. Authentic prayer
reshapes our hearts, purifies our intentions, and
aligns our will with God’s will. It draws us out of self-
centeredness and opens us to compassion, mercy,
and service.

Saint Pope Paul VI once said, “Prayer is the first work
of every apostolate.” Through prayer, we are gradu-
ally conformed to Christ. As the Catechism states,
“Prayer is a battle” (CCC 2725), because it requires
perseverance, humility, and trust — but it is also the
place where grace quietly transforms us.

A praying person becomes more patient, more forgiv-
ing, and more attentive to the needs of others. Prayer
does not remove us from the world; rather, it sends
us back into the world with renewed love and clarity
of purpose.

5. An Invitation to Each of Us: Jesus never leaves us
alone in prayer. He continually invites us to abide in HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Him and to share in His relationship with the Father. TO KELLEY AND JOHN ROGERS!
Prayer is not a one-time event, but a lifelong journey
— a daily “yes” to God’s presence.

Saint Thérése of Lisieux offers a simple yet powerful
encouragement: “For me, prayer is a surge of the
heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven.” No
matter our age, background, or spiritual maturity, we
are all invited to pray with the confidence of children.

May the Our Father become not only a prayer we re-
cite, but a pattern for our lives — shaping our rela-
tionship with God, with one another, and with the
world. In praying as Jesus taught us, we learn not only
how to speak to God, but how to live as His beloved
sons and daughters.




NEWS AND UPDATES

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING USE OF THE PARISH CENTER

We would like to inform you that the Diocese has established a policy for the use of parish
facilities for both parish-sponsored events and non-parish events.

Examples of non-parish events include:
1. Girl Scouts, Knights of Columbus, American Legion, or other similar organizations that
use parish facilities for meetings or fundraisers.

2. AAU sports teams or any non-parish-sponsored sports classes or clinics.

3. Parishioner or non-parishioner families who rent or use parish facilities for wedding
receptions, family reunions, anniversary parties, or similar events.

4. Any other organization, municipality, or county group using parish facilities for a
meeting or function that is not parish-sponsored.

According to diocesan policy, anyone using the facility for a non-parish event must provide
the parish with a certificate of insurance showing general liability coverage of $1,000,000
per occurrence. The cost of this coverage through the Dioceses is $100 per event (overnight
events: 5125).

The certificate must list St. Francis Parish, the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston and

the Bishop as additional insured.

Another option is to have the Parish, Diocese and Bishop added as an additional insured to
their insurance policy for the same coverage.

If you would like to reserve the Parish Center, our parish secretary, Liz Liberatore and Mary
Nichols, are happy to assist you with the necessary diocesan insurance paperwork.

The parish will gratefully accept any monies you may wish to offer toward the upkeep of the
Parish Center; however, it is not mandatory for the use of the space.

All requests to use the parish facilities must be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we follow the guidelines given to us
by the Diocese. Our goal is always to provide a safe and welcoming environment for every-
one.



NEWS AND UPDATES

In order to evaluate our pastoral life, assess

and concrete goals, a general parish meeting

« An opportunity for parishioners to share

***PARISH GENERAL MEETING***

our progress, and move forward with clear

will be held on January 25th after the
11:00am Mass in the Parish Center.
Refreshments will be served.

The agenda will include among others:

A review of the Parish goals submitted

to the Diocese
A general evaluation of our Parish’s

present situation and future direction

their expectations, suggestions and ways
of achieving our common goals.

All parishioners are earnestly requested to be
present, as your participation is essential for
the discernment and planning of our Parish.

Fr. Sojan Xavier

WOMEN’S CLUB MEETING

The Women’s Club Meeting will be held Mon-
day, January 12th at 5:30 in the Church. This
meeting will be a prayer and rosary for the New
Year 2026. Following the rosary we will go into
the school cafeteria for a meeting. The hostess-
es for the evening will be Mary Dilley, Mary
Nichols and Mary Sanney. All women of the par-
ish are invited to come to this meeting. Looking
forward to meeting some new woman
parishioners.

Christ's Kitchen
Food Pantry

Collection: 2nd weekend of each
month but accepted any time.

The Pantry is in need
of Peanut Butter,
Saltine Crackers,
Vegetable Soup,

Spam, Small boxes

of raisins.

- Thank you for your
. wpportof is—

BLESSING BOX

St. Francis Blessing Box is
located at the corner of 6th
Avenue and Park Street.
Your donation is a gift to
someone in need. A blue bin
has been placed in the back
of church to collect donated
items. Items greatly needed
are canned goods, noodles,
peanut butter, jelly, bread,
hats, scarves, gloves and

soups

-Uphold them in your prayers-

David DeLuca, Jay Dlugos, Suzanne Farley, Nona Fields, Jo Fletcher, Debbie Flinner,
Liz Gadd, Barbara George, Robin Gothard, Aubrie Hebb, Donna Hebb, Nancy Hillen,
Diane Holley-Brown, Jane Howley, Max Huck, Kenny Huck, Virgil Huck, Carmelina
Kessler, Dawna Kessler, Tooter Kirk, Barbara Lambert, Larry Lerose, Madison Lopez,
Susan Lopez, Sue Martin, Brent Marstellar, Mary McNeely, Joe McQuaide, Lillian
Matheny, Kim McBurney, Mario Mendez, Susan Robinson, Diana Rossi, Patricia ,
Scarlett (child), Lillian Schilling, Michael Scott, Peggy Shelton, Matt Sowers, Becky
Vannatter Smith, Joseph Swanson, Valerie Tabit, Pat Tabor, Colleen Ullmer, Joyce
Weiskircher, Roberta Van Horn, Pat Vannatter, Robbie Vannatter, Barbara Yeager, Gor-
don Holbrook, Alaina Rae Gilbert, Tracy McGrath, Nico Sayre, Pearl Thompson, Ralph
Holland, John Hebb III, Jan Quinlan, Kate Lichtenfels, Darlene Holland

Immediate Prayer needs:

Carolyn Hanson John Carnell Patty Young
Rick Mullins Josephine Fletcher Peggy Shelton
Rick Robinson Matt Sowers Allison Grinstead
Terry DeLuca Dave Lucas Brody Fulkd
Margaret McEvoy Landen Chin Pam Burton White

Anna Ng Michele Stugeon




NEWS AND UPDATES

Sharing our Treasure
Listed below are collections for
January 3 & 4, 2026

Collection for Church Operation....... ... .......$4,181.18
School............coveivie .. 15.00

Total.....cooeiiieieeeeeee.., $4,256.18

Weekly Mass Attendance
Sat-63 Sun-120
Total —183

COLLECTIONS FOR CHURCH
OPERATIONS

YEAR-TO-DATE

YEAR-TO-
DATE ACTUAL SHORTFALL
210,797 $22.203

ANNUAL GOAL
$233,000

Collections for Chureh Operations as of
December 31, 2025, Updated

e

0 s
CATHOLIC Y

SHARING APPEAL

T X
We have met 59% of our goal for the 2025
campaign. With $12,590 raised of our
goal of $21,500 with 37 gifts. Everything
over the 50% of the Parish goal comes
back to the Parish or $1,840.00 for 2025.

This is a directive from the Diocese for our
Parish to meet. We will be starting the
2026 Catholic Sharing Appeal shortly.

Thank you to those who donated. Your
treasure is greatly appreciated!

JANUARY SECOND COLLECIONS
January 11— School Support
January 18—Church in the Developing World

SHARE YOUR TREASURE

The Catholic Church emphasizes the importance
of giving from the heart and encourages individu-
als to give according to their ability. Your dona-
tion, no matter how
large or small, is
significant to our
Church. A QR code
has been created for
you as an option vs
weekly envelopes for
our parishioners and
visitors.

If you have any meetings or important information you
would like in the bulletin, please email it to: par-
ish@stfranciswv.org by Wednesday at noon to be printed in
that weeks bulletin. Thank you

Safe Environment Reporting Statement
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in
accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, please
contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe some-
one is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of
suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Vir-
ginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In
addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of
the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext.
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev.
Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or
Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 304.559.6742. In addition to
the methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered
with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional
concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or
school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil
authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the per-
son reporting is protected.




